

“We can do it TOGETHER!”

Former Ag Secretary John Block
to Keynote Symposium at Fly-In
The 2014 Fly-In is an event not to be missed.
This is the opportunity for AAW members to
influence Washington, D.C., policy-makers. It’s
our duty as women of agriculture to share how
we contribute to a healthy, safe and reliable
food supply — and the policies necessary to
feed our country and the world. Here are some
highlights of what you’ll experience when you
join us in Washington, D.C., June 8-11:
The
2014
Symposium,
“American
Agriculture & the Integrity of America’s Food
Supply,” will feature former U.S. Secretary
of Agriculture John Block as the keynote
speaker. Block served from 1981-1985 under
President Reagan and was instrumental in the
development of the 1985 Farm Bill. Block now
Hon. John Block
serves on the board of directors of The Farm
Foundation, Hormel Food Corp. and Digital
Angel Corp. He is chair of the Citizens Network for Foreign Affairs Agribusiness
Alliance and a member of the board for the Friends of the World Food Program. He
is a non-resident senior fellow with the National Center for Food and Agriculture
Policy. Block is also actively involved in the management of Block Farms, a
large grain and swine operation in west central Illinois.
Other topics to be discussed at the Symposium include genetically modified
organisms and the latest from USDA. Thank you to the Past Presidents’ Council
for planning and hosting the Symposium.
AAW members will get down to business with visits planned to USDA,
FDA, Department of the Interior and Homeland Security as well as visits to
congressional offices. AAW also will announce its Champion of Agriculture
awards to recognize influencers of agriculture.
The Fly-In will feature an event at the Philippine Embassy, a reception at the
Metropolitan Club and a tour of the Historic Sully Plantation. The main house at
Sully, which was completed in 1799 by Richard Bland Lee, combines aspects of
Georgian and Federal architecture. Richard Bland Lee was Northern Virginia’s
first Representative to Congress and General Robert E. Lee’s uncle.
For more details, check out the agenda on page four. Then, send in your
registration and complete your hotel reservation as soon as possible (the deadline
for the AAW room rate is May 23). The registration information is on page three.
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Call to Power

Membership Campaign
Needs You
AAW’s membership campaign kicked
off on Ag Day, March 25, and runs
through May 31. Go to the American
Agri-Women website (http://americanagriwomen.org/join-now) to download membership recruiting tools, including a customizable affiliate news
release; affiliate newsletter paragraph;
“Rosie” image and more.
This year’s membership campaign
will include three incentives and a
NEW BONUS incentive:
1. Free second-year memberships
for three new members, courtesy of
the Resource Center
2. $200 award to the affiliate that
signs up the most members; courtesy
of the Resource Center
3. A special incentive from a supporter who believes in our mission:
a $200 “challenge award.” Any supporter of AAW who is able to recruit a
new affiliate of five or more members
(by Dec. 31) will receive a $200 check
as a personal gift to her, as thanks for
her efforts.
BONUS: Thanks to the generosity of the Resource Center, the affiliate
that signs up the most members will
also receive a $200 scholarship for the
2014 convention. The affiliate will select the winner of the scholarship from
their affiliate membership. 		
Questions? Contact Doris Mold,
firstvp@americanagriwomen.org.
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President’s Report 4
4
Happy SPRING everyone!
So much is happening as everyone is
in “planting” mode.
Potatoes, grains and
broccoli are the major crops being sowed
in northern Maine.
There is also support
throughout Maine for
farmers who are part of the “locally
grown” movement, who grow a variety
of other crops made available in our
farmers’ markets and grocery stores
throughout our state. Who doesn’t get
excited looking forward to eating the
first fruits or vegetables from our labors
of spring? I encourage you all to have
a safe and productive planting season!
American Agri-Women met in
Minneapolis, Minn., for our annual
AAW Mid-Year meeting, April 3-6,
2014. We had some great speakers, including the Minnesota commissioner
of agriculture. We all learned some new
communications skills participating in
the ENGAGE program from the Center for Food Integrity. Members were
led by Karolyn Zurn, chair of AAW’s
Government Affairs and Vital Issues,
in reviewing our AAW positions. They
were reviewed, updated by members
and approved by our board of directors.
We will share these positions with
members of Congress when we visit
with them during our annual AAW
Fly-In meeting in Washington, D.C.
June 8-11, 2014. Please plan on attending and allow your voice to be heard
as AAW members host our legislative
reception, attend the AAW Symposium
at the National Press Club and listen

to speakers at the USDA. We are also
going to be guests at the Philippine
Embassy and take a tour of the historic
Sully Plantation in Virginia on Sunday,
June 8. Please have a look at the FlyIn Agenda for more details and plan to
attend!
American Agri-Women have been
sowing confidence in AAW members
throughout our country. Syngenta
has provided the “LEADERSHIP AT
ITS BEST” (LAIB ) training program
for members of AAW for many years.
This program offered by Syngenta offers training regarding the process of
developing policy, media interviews,
communication styles, public speaking, leadership strategies and more.
Fourteen AAW members met with me
and the Syngenta’s leadership team in
Minneapolis in April. As always, attendees of this program were treated
to great dining experiences, wonderful
hotel accommodations and networking
opportunities! I was encouraged by the
willingness of these ladies to take time
from their busy lives and learn how
to tell their agricultural stories better.
I watched as those attending gained
confidence and assurance regarding
the skills they learned. The power of
a woman’s voice as she shares her agriculture story never ceases to amaze me
. Thank you, Rex Martin, Neil Strong,
Steve Powell, and your team for this
experience for our AAW attendees!
I know many past and present graduates of the LAIB have gained confidence from the skills learned from this
training. Why not be thinking about
what position in American Agri-Women you could fill? Our AAW secretary
and vice president of education will be

terming out in November 2014. Is this
something you would be interested in?
The media has kept a lot of U.S. citizens wondering what is happening to
our 1st amendment rights, especially
regarding the situation in Nevada
this April. Did I really see a specific,
cordoned off area, with a sign stating “FIRST AMENDMENT AREA?”
Designating a FREE speech area in
the midst of thousands of acres by law
abiding citizens? That is just one of my
concerns. I encourage all AAW members to contact their U.S. Senators and
Congressmen and let them know what
disturbs you about this. Let me remind
you that if they don’t hear from their
constituents, many times it is assumed
that the voters are happy with what is
going on. Are you?
As we move into the summer
months and get excited as the first
shoots of green pop through in the
fields, keep in mind what a service you
and your families are doing for our
U.S. consumers. AAW members need
to continue telling the story of how our
food and fiber are produced. We are
the ones that need to let our consumers know that we are still providing the
most abundant, healthy, safe and affordable food in the world. You deserve
to be PROUD of that!
I look forward to seeing many of
you in D.C. I hope ALL of you have a
wonderful summer!
					
			

Sue McCrum

Join American Agri-Women for the AAW Fly In!
Washington, DC
June 8-11, 2014
See page 3-4 for the agenda and registration information!
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American Agri-Women

The Voice is published in January, March, May, July
and October by American Agri-Women as a service
to members. Deadline is the 15th of the month before each issue is published. Articles and suggestions are always welcomed by:
Andrea Ball, Executive Staff
andrea@americanagriwomen.org
—or—
Lynn Marcinkowski Woolf, VP Communications
Information Above
Please send address changes to:
jacquie@americanagriwomen.org or call us at
888.374.0375

American Agri-Women Fly-In Registration Form

June 8-11, 2014
Holiday Inn at the Capitol
550 C Street, SW Washington, DC 20024
202.479.4000
Call for Special Room Rates:$239.00 M-Thurs. Fri., Sat. $179.00
Ask for American Agri-Women Rates that Expire 5/23/2014
Name_______________________________________________
Address_____________________________________________
City__________________________State________Zip________
Phone ____________________Cell_______________________
E-mail ______________________________________________
*Date of Birth___________*Social Security #: _____________
(*We must have this information for security clearance at various agencies, including USDA)

Affilate______________________________________________
Special interests and issues (legislative or regulatory) ________
___________________________________________________
Senate and House Bills in which you are particularly interested
________________________________________________
Planned arrival date and time in DC_________ Via (plane and
airport, etc.)_________________________________________
Do you want us to find you a roommate? Yes No
Special Needs________________________________________
Member Registration (No partial registrations available)
_________$175.00 Pre-Registration (cash or check)
_________$185.00 Pre-Registration online
_________$200.00 On-Site Registration
_________$200.00 Non Member and Guests
_________ $25.00
Sunday tour-Sully Plantation/box lunch
TOTAL Paid__________		

.

Make checks payable to American Agri-Women and mail form with payment
to: American Agri-Women, 1701 K Street, NW, Ste. 650, Washington, D.C. 20006
or register online at www.americanagriwomen.org. See full schedule online or
on page 4. Dress Code: International Standard Business Attire for meetings and
reception: Tailored dresses; skirts with a blouse and jacket; comfortable shoes;
business casual for evening tours. For additional information please call: Sue
McCrum @ 207-769-9317 or go to: www.americanagriwomen.org.
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American Agri-Women
June 8-11, 2014
Holiday Inn – Washington DC - 202.479.4000
AGENDA

Sunday, June 8 Morning
10:00 -

2:00 Pre-Meeting Tour ($25 per person)Historic Sully Plantation, Fairfax Co, VA
Buses load at Holiday Inn at 9:30 a.m.

Sunday, June 8 Afternoon
3:00 -

5:00 -

5:00 AAW Issues Briefing
Holiday Inn Meeting Room
Welcome, Sue McCrum, AAW President
Guest Speakers:
Frank Gasperini, Exec. Dir. National Council Agricultural Employers
Jess Peterson, Gov’t. Relations, United States Cattlemen’s Association
Karolyn Zurn, AAW Gov’t Aﬀairs Chair
Mock Congressional Meetings
White Paper Statements & Issues
9:00 Evening Event or Dinner or bus tour on your own
Invitation to No Host Dinner Celebration for Ruth Jensen’s 60th Birthday

Monday, June 9 Morning

7:45 Bus departs hotel
National Press Club
8:00 - 8:30 Breakfast Buﬀet
9:00 - 11:00 AAW Past President Council 21st Annual Symposium:
“American Agriculture & the Integrity of America’s Food Supply”

Monday, June 9 Afternoon
12:00
1:30
3:00
5:30
7:00

-

1:00
2:30
4:30
6:30

D.C. Happenings Luncheon
American Council of Life Insurers
Agency Visits
Embassy Visit
Philippines Embassy
AAW “Meet & Greet” with Women in the Beltway
Metropolitan Club
Bus returns to Hotel / Dinner on your own

Tuesday, June 10 Morning

7:45 Bus departs hotel
8:00 - 8:45 No host Breakfast
USDA Downstairs Cafeteria
9:00 - 11:00 USDA Caucus
Williamsburg Room
USDA – Secretary Vilsack and
Krysta Harden, Deputy Secretary
Dale Moore, Exec. Dir. Public Policy, American Farm Bureau Federation
Craig Regelbrugge, Co-Chairman, Ag Coalition for Immigration Reform
11:30 - 12:30 Lunch
USDA 3rd Floor Cafeteria
12:30 - 4:30 Capitol Hill visits to Congressional Offices
Individual visits
5:30 - 7:30 Congressional Reception
House Agriculture Committee Room
7:30 Return to hotel on your own/Networking dinners on your own

Wednesday, June 11 Morning
8:00 -

Bus departs hotel
Senate Room Meetings
8:30 - 9:00 Fruit/H20/ Coﬀee
9:00 - 11:00 Issues Briefings and Discussions

Wednesday, June 11 Afternoon:
12:00
1:00 -

Senate Ag Committee Room

Bus makes drops Union Station, Reagan International Airport and hotel
4:00 Additional Personal Appointments if needed

Leadership
Opportunity:
Nominations Sought
for Key Positions
American Agri-Women is a thriving
organization for two reasons. First,
we have great members. Then, from
those members we get outstanding
leadership.
Each year we have the opportunity to elect officers and board members. This year, we have two AAW
officers and three Resource Center
board members who will be elected
at our convention at Hueston Woods
Lodge in Ohio.
It is the job of the nominating
committee to set a slate of officers to
present to the AAW Membership. In
November of 2014, the AAW membership will elect the Secretary and
Vice President of Education for AAW
as well as three members of the Resource Center Board of Directors. We
will also elect four members for the
nominating committee for next year.
We are seeking AAW members
from across this country who are interested in these positions. Anyone
seeking nomination must completely
fill out and submit the American AgriWomen Application for Executive
Office, Nominating Committee and
Resource Center Board. Job descriptions and the application can be found
on our website www.americanagriwomen.org under the Member and
Affiliates tab under the Nominating
Committee section.
The deadline is Aug. 15. If you
have any questions, please call or text
Jane Marshall, Nominating Committee chair at 937-336-1456 or email her
at citizenjane@me.com.
Please submit completed application to Jane Marshall, via email or U.S.
postal mail at 4655 Ketterman Rd.,
Eaton, Ohio 45320.
Make 2014 the year you will answer the “Call to Power.”
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American Agri-Women
Leadership
Academy Webinars
JUNE 13th
CULTIVATING VOLUNTEERS' TALENTS
CHERYL DAY, FEEDSTUFFS LIVESTOCK
EDITOR

Volunteers are valuable to an organization. Valuing their time and talent is essential to retaining them in your organization. Matching an individual's talent
with volunteer roles in an organization
can be beneficial to both volunteer and
the organization.
AUGUST 8th
ENGAGING THE NEXT GENERATION OF
AGRICULTURAL LEADERS
SARAH DORNINK, EXEC DIR - MINNESOTA
AGRICULTURE EDUCATION LEADERSHIP
COUNCIL

Join us to discuss our next generation
of agricultural leaders. We will cover
topics for both students at the secondary and post-secondary level, including
discussion on mentor programs and offering effective internship opportunities.
OCTOBER 10th
MANAGING THE SOCIAL CLUSTER

MARIE (BOWERS) STAGG, FARMER AND
VICE PRES. OF AGCHAT FOUNDATION

We will discuss tools, tips and tricks
on managing different social media
platforms while maintaining authenticity. We will also focus on the meanies
in the social media world and how to
handle them.
DECEMBER 12th
TAILS FROM THE FIELD – HOW TO BE
AN EFFECTIVE AG ADVOCATE
DORIS MOLD, PRESIDENT – SUNRISE
AGRICULTURAL ASSOCIATES, LLC

Gain insight on the views of consumers and some positive ways to advocate
for agriculture. Discover some inside
information on those working against
agriculture and some effective ways to
neutralize their work.
REGISTER TODAY!

http://www.americanagriwomen.org/
leadership-development-2
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Farming Stars on the Big Screen
Farming stars on the big screen in two
Although custom harvesters are
movies that recently debuted, “Farm- scrupulous in their preparation for the
land” and “The Great American Wheat five-month road trip, they always wear
Harvest.”
the risk of discordant weather. In 2013,
“Farmland,” by award-winning the notorious drought and subsequent
filmmaker James Moll, offers a first- freeze left many farmers with little to
hand view of six young farmers and no salvageable crop, which left many
ranchers across the U.S. The film fea- harvesters with unsteady work. Regardtures a poultry producer, cattle rancher, less of the risks, you won’t see a hint of
corn and soybean farmer, vegetable self-victimization from these hardworkproducer, community-supported agri- ing people.
culture producer and hog producer.
The characters you meet throughout
Lisa Condon, AAW secretary, saw “The Great American Wheat Harvest”
the film and share these thoughts: “I all have two things in common: strong
was impressed by the quality of the film family relationships and an unshakable
in regard to making a connection with sense of purpose.”
all six young farmers. A little humor,
Go to http://www.greatamericanemotion (tissues involved) and a deep wheatharvest.com/ to learn more.
understanding of what it takes for the
younger generation to build a
future in agriculture. ‘Farmland’ should be made available to every consumer! Two
thumbs up! Negative: They
did not have someone from the
dairy industry represented. ”
Go to the website for a
listing of screenings by state,
http://www.farmlandfilm.
com/.
AAW member Jackie
Moreau viewed the debut of
“The Great American Wheat
Harvest” and shared these
thoughts on WatchdogWire.
com,
“The Great American
Wheat Harvest,” a Conrad
Weaver-produced documentary that has been four years in
the making, premiered today
just in time for National Agriculture Day. As our growing
population continues to become more and more distant
President Sue McCrum attended the premier of “The
from the agricultural producers
Great American Wheat Harvest” movie. She met up
who feed them, this film edu- with AAW members Melody Dobson and Jody Lamp,
cates through the story-telling who worked with the movie team and helped raise
of America’s custom wheat
awareness about the movie.
harvesters and their mission to
feed the world.
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2014 American Agri-Women
Position Statements

AGRICULTURE
BUSINESS AND ECONOMICS

AGRICULTURAL LABOR
AAW believes labor-intensive agriculture
in the U.S. faces a dire labor crisis The costly and only legal temporary guest worker
program (H-2A and H-2B) provides less
than 2% of the workforce and is so badly
broken as to be virtually unusable. Food
is a strategic resource for the U.S., and the
stability of our domestically produced food
supply and other agricultural industries is
at risk.
1. AAW supports a reliable, lawful agricultural worker program and supports a future
agricultural visa program to bring workers
in as needed and to keep in place the skilled
workforce that is already here.
2. AAW supports strong border security.
3. AAW supports a secret ballot as the way
for workers to vote for union representation.
4. AAW supports youth working and learning in production agriculture without government agency intervention. Benefits
derived include a work ethic, entrepreneurship, innovation, responsibility, and money
management.
AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH
5. AAW supports continued public investment, research and development of tools
and techniques that would support the advancement of agricultural production and
processes in the United States for the industry and the consumer.
6. AAW supports the management and utilization of baseline data supplied by producers through the certified farm business
management educational program.
BIOTECHNOLOGY
7. AAW supports increased research and
development of agricultural biotechnology
to maximize humanitarian benefits such
as health and nutrition and also providing
producers a greater range of management
tools to promote sustainable production,
which reduces energy consumption and
associated environmental effects. Biotechnology offers environmental benefits by
increasing production yields, using herbicide tolerant crops, enhancing soil moisture content, reducing erosion and limiting
carbon dioxide emissions.

8. AAW supports the coordinated framework and extensive testing procedures of
biotechnological products by the U.S. regulatory agencies (EPA, FDA, and USDA).
9. AAW supports the (Food and Drug Administration (FDA) conclusion that genetically engineered crops are substantially
equivalent to foods that are produced using ingredients derived from non-genetically engineered crops and that labeling is
unnecessary.
10. AAW supports the position that any
Biosafety Protocol that is implemented
should be based on risk assessments and
research-based science.
11. AAW condemns the theft or destruction of agricultural research and intellectual
property. Research has tremendous benefits
to the farmer and the consumer. Genetically-enhanced products have the capability of
improving human health, and solving world
environmental and nutritional problems.
12. AAW stands behind long-standing Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service
(APHIS) regulatory noxious weed authority that evaluates genetically-engineered
plants that are no different than any other
plant using the defined criteria that a plant
must cause direct harm or physical injury
to a protected interest to be considered a
noxious plant. Risk assessment should not
be made based entirely on economic factors associated with the plant.
CROP PROTECTION
Pesticide Application and Runoff
13. AAW supports an amendment to the
Federal Insecticide, Fungicide and Rodenticide Act (FIFRA), to replace the authority granted by the U.S. Sixth Circuit Court
of Appeals to regulate pesticide use on or
near waterways under the Clean Water Act.
AAW urges Congress to clarify federal law
that governs the use of resource management tools and resource protection.
14. AAW supports the continuation and the
increase of the allowable exemptions to the
methyl bromide phase-out under the Montreal Protocol and the U.S. Clean Air Act.
This fumigant is a vital tool for U.S. producers for the viability of their crops and
export fumigation uses for the stability of
global agricultural markets.
15. AAW supports the re-registration of
current fumigants and continued develop-

ment of new fumigants for crop production
and export opportunities.
Chemical Registration
16. AAW supports the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) conducting more
timely review and determination on new
product registration.
17. AAW urges Congress to continue oversight of the EPA in its review of Section 18,
Section 24C and Crisis Exemption requests
by the states, manufacturers and third parties in a timely manner.
18. AAW supports the development of a
revised process by which biological opinions are derived under the U.S. Endangered
Species Act (ESA). Under the current process, the reviewing federal departments
do not give stakeholders adequate time to
provide comments; do not provide all required information on which to comment;
fail to address best available scientific data;
do not provide basis for omitting available
and highly relevant data and information;
and, therefore, make incomplete or inaccurate assessments of a product and flawed
evaluations of its effect on a listed species.
Under ESA these departments consult with
EPA which uses the biological opinion of a
specific chemical as a basis for new labeled
use restrictions having economic impact
on the food supply and the producer while
providing no additional protection for listed species.
19. AAW urges the completion of the current regulatory review of atrazine maintaining the established label uses of the herbicide. AAW supports a federal policy for
the use of the best available scientific data/
information in the decision-making process
for regulating crop production tools.
20. AAW opposes a zero risk standard for
spray drift. With today’s technology – and
the ability to test parts per trillion – it is
impossible to get to zero. The requirement
should be that products be applied according to the label law.
21. AAW supports the policies that provide
for producers to keep records onsite for
chemical usage.
22. AAW supports dedicated IR-4 (Interregional Research Project No. 4) funding, a
program to support the registration of crop
management tools for minor crops. IR-4
coordinates financial and scientific resourc-
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Crop Protection Position cont’d from pg. 6

es of federal government, land grant universities, and the private sector to manage
destructive pests that threaten food security, consumer prices and the public health.
EDUCATION
23. AAW supports agricultural education
and the education about our nation’s food
and fiber system which must be based on
factual information and research-based
science. We encourage agriculturalists to
work cooperatively on common issues
through education.
24. AAW supports the intent of the Carl D.
Perkins Act with increased funding for vocational (career and technical) agriculture
education.
25. AAW supports a national Agriculture in
the Classroom (AITC) program with continued funding and support for a national
director and the national conference.
26. AAW opposes any authority given to
the United Nations, their treaties, or foreign governments regarding the education
of America’s children.
27. AAW opposes using public education
as a tool to indoctrinate America’s children
(pre-school through university) to support
any political agenda.
GLOBAL ISSUES
AAW strongly rejects the tenets of The
United Nations Agenda 21 policy of social
justice as described as the right and opportunity of all people to benefit equally
from the resources afforded us by society
and the environment which would be accomplished redistribution of wealth. (See
page 33 for additional background) AAW
recognizes that the United Nations Agenda
21 is a comprehensive plan of extreme environmentalism, social engineering, and
global political control that was initiated
at the United Nations Conference on Environment and Development (UNCED).
28. AAW recognizes the need for an international forum for countries to discuss their
differences and cooperate on problems of
common concern.
29. AAW opposes the U.S. government
granting any authority to the United Nations regarding the use or management of
any federal, state, or private properties of
the United States.
30. AAW opposes the U.S. government
granting any taxing authority to the United
Nations.
31. AAW supports the concept that the
U.S., not the U.N., establish the criteria to

be met by developing nations prior to receiving U.S. food aid.
We support giving “food” in food aid rather than dollars. We recognize that the U.S.
needs to provide a steady level of food aid,
every year, on which the international humanitarian community can rely.
32. AAW opposes the reauthorization of
any designated biosphere reserves within
the U.S. or its holdings and any new designation of reserves in the future.
33. AAW opposes the use of U.S. land
holdings for barter of U.S. debts to foreign
nations.
U.S. lands are owned by people of the
United States of America and were never
intended to use for barter. Every effort
should be made to re-instate those holdings
that have been transferred.
34. AAW recognizes the need for international self-reliant farm programs for developing and/or war-torn countries.
35. AAW opposes any legislation, such as
emissions limits and exchange schemes
(for example, Cap and Trade), which puts
U.S. agriculture at a competitive disadvantage with other countries.
36. AAW asserts that any new U.S. climate
change policy must deliver environmental
progress without harming the economy or
U.S. food production.
HOMELAND SECURITY
37. AAW condemns all forms of terrorism.
As providers of this nation’s food and fiber
supply, we recognize the need to increase
our vigilance to protect the production of agriculture products (food, feed, fuel, fiber and
flora and the inputs required for production).
38. AAW supports the Bioterrorism Act
and efforts to educate producers about
ways to safeguard our nation’s food and fiber supply and agricultural inputs from acts
of terror.
39. AAW supports rural crime task forces
in collaboration with local law enforcement for the prevention of rural and farm
crime.
40. AAW urges states to identify homeland
security funding to support activities to
protect food production and its distribution.
INSURANCE
Health Insurance, Prescription Drugs &
Medicare
41. AAW supports that citizens of the United States shall have access to the best medical service available and should continue

to be delivered by private enterprise.
42. AAW respects and supports continued
medical research.
43. AAW supports health insurance and
Medicare coverage with the right of Americans to legally purchase medications from
the most economical source.
44. AAW supports Medicare payments to
rural health professionals and facilities at
the same level as their urban counterparts.
45. AAW supports Medicare to include
paying for nutrition counseling for those
over age 65 and the disabled population
who suffer from chronic conditions (i.e.
high blood pressure, high cholesterol and
diabetes).
46. AAW supports a health care system:
• that increases competition in the form of
voluntary purchasing alliances and associations to help smaller employers and individuals buy insurance at a reasonable rate.
• that employers with temporary or parttime employees will be exempt from legislation that would require them to pay for
health care coverage.
• within which decisions for specific testing
and hospital stays should be determined by
medical professionals.
• that continues to develop and use paraprofessional programs in rural communities as well as programs to encourage doctors and nurses to locate in rural areas.
47. AAW supports legislation that allows
associations and cooperatives to offer
group health insurance plans to individual
members and small businesses.
Crop Insurance
48. AAW supports crop insurance that:
• provides coverage based on current crop
history and is administered by the private
sector,
• provides affordably priced, adequate coverage, which is actuarially sound and voluntary, in all regions of the country, and
• requires participation for eligibility in
government crop disaster programs.
49. AAW supports crop insurance as a viable alternative within the Farm Program
as a necessary safety net at an affordable
cost to producers.
50. AAW supports the strict enforcement
of crop insurance regulations with regard
to abuse of the program. Producers should
be held to the highest standards. Those who
commit crop insurance fraud should be held
accountable and fined at the maximum level.
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Long-Term Care Security
51. AAW supports continued support in
caring for the elderly who are truly without
resources.
52. AAW supports an optional national regulator or Optional Federal Charter (OFC)
for insurers that would create a uniform,
consistent system that would remove barriers to consumer choice and offer consumers the same protections nationwide.
For more than 100 years, insurance has
been regulated by the states, with each state
having its own unique regulatory system.
It is a cumbersome patchwork of laws and
regulations characterized by delays and
expenses that ultimately disadvantage consumers. Further, consumer safeguards vary
and products available in one state may not
be available in another.
LEGAL CONCERNS
53. AAW supports legislation that would
create criminal and civil penalties for anyone secretly filming or participating in
undercover investigations at agricultural
facilities without the express permission of
the owner of the property.
54. AAW supports the legislative process
and due process for determining major agricultural policy.
55. AAW strongly opposes any federal
agency mandating regulatory authority
without going through the legislative process and due process.
56. AAW supports due consideration to agriculture viability and no net loss to rural
lifestyle, local customs, cultures, and human capital that supplies sustainable agriculture.
57. AAW opposes any effort to amend and/
or abolish the existing rules of the Electoral
College. We oppose any compact or entity
circumventing the Electoral College as it
currently exists.
58. AAW supports the Open Equal Access
to Justice Act (EAJA) for all.
The EAJA was established by Congress to
ensure that individuals, small businesses or
public interest groups with limited financial capacity could seek judicial redress
from unreasonable government actions.
The Open Equal Access to Justice Act is
intended to force transparency and accountability on the large bureaucracies of
the federal government.
Human Capital: AAW defines human capital as education, knowledge, ability, expe-
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rience, and personal competencies of individuals affecting economic value.
Sustainable Agriculture: AAW defines sustainable agriculture, including forestry, as
using farm practices and resources that produce safe, high quality food and other products for America and the world; resulting in
profitable operations that improve the land
and environment for future generations.
RURAL ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT
AAW recognizes the potential of agritourism, value added and alternative crops
whether for profit or education.
Telecommunications
59. AAW supports a full range of ownership of telecommunications infrastructure
including entrepreneurs, corporations,
municipalities, and other units of local
government.
60. AAW supports federal resources to
build out fiber-based and wireless telecommunications for support of telehealth, electronic medical records and advancements
in remote health care. Education and training are especially important in information
technology and science-related fields.
61. AAW urges that broadband be made
both available and non-discriminatory/
affordable (that is, comparably priced to
broadband in urban and suburban markets)
for all rural Americans.
62. AAW supports the Federal Communication Commission fully compensating
low-power television stations and translator owners for costs associated with broadcast spectrum changes or relocations.
63. AAW encourages the Federal Communication Commission to begin and to maintain an inventory of all spectrum usage.
Innovation
64. AAW supports policies and funding for
the development of an innovative culture in
rural America through transmission of land
grant universities’ research discoveries into
commercial ventures.
65. AAW supports efforts by non-profits and
educational institutions to develop entrepreneurship in youth and adult populations.
Cooperatives
66. AAW supports the ability of farmers
and ranchers to join together in cooperatively-structured enterprises, recognizing
the importance of protecting and strength-

ening the ability of farmers and ranchers to
join together in a cooperative effort. This
effort includes cooperatively marketing
their products, and acts as a bargaining
agent which ensures access to competitive
markets worldwide.
67. AAW supports initiatives that will ensure that community banks and the Farm
Credit System remains a reliable and
competitive source of credit for farmers,
ranchers, agri-businesses, and agricultural
cooperatives.
68. AAW supports the U.S. House and
Senate Agriculture Committees’ continued jurisdiction over the Farm Credit Systems and regulatory oversight by the Farm
Credit Administration.
Access to Capital
69. AAW supports lending policies that recognize
the unique lending environment of rural areas.
Rural Hospitals
70. AAW supports continued appropriation
of federal funds to keep rural hospitals operational and modern.
71. AAW supports Medicare funding for
rural health services if Medicare funding or
provisions for Medicare funding declines.
Rural Work Force
72. AAW supports public/private investments in rural work force.
Rural Post Offices
73. AAW opposes the closure of rural post
offices and facilities that provide rural mail
distribution.
TAXATION
74. AAW supports the cash accounting
method for farmers and ranchers and opposes any restrictions that would be put
into place that would reduce the number of
family farm corporations eligible to use the
cash accounting method.
75. AAW opposes making changes to Section 1031, Like-Kind Exchanges.
Capital Gains Tax on the Sale of Farmland
76. AAW supports broadening of the
$250,000/$500,000 exemption available
on the sale of a personal residence to apply to the sale of farmland. Farmers and
ranchers can easily exceed the threshold in
a year when their income spikes and when
they liquidate their operations.
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Health Insurance for Self-Employed
Individuals
77. AAW supports the deduction for health
insurance for the self-employed at 100%.
However, AAW supports moving the deduction from page one of Form 1040 where
it is deductible for federal income tax only,
to schedules F or C, where it is deductible
for self-employment tax as well.
Estate & Gift Tax
78. AAW supports an individual exemption
of $5 million to $10 million, indexed for
inflation.
AAW is concerned that the popular move
to eliminate the estate tax carries with It a
return to carry over basis. This would mean
that farm heirs (as well as other heirs)
would not get a stepped up basis for property they inherit, making property acquired
via inheritance and later sold subject to
very large capital gains taxes. While we do
not object to the elimination of estate tax,
we call for transparency in the ultimate
product and a fair analysis of all related
provisions.
Long-Term Security and Retirement
79. AAW supports legislation to encourage
individuals to provide themselves with a
guaranteed stream of income for life. Specifically, AAW supports a proposal that
would create a tax incentive for lifetime
payouts from individual annuities. It would
allow individuals to exclude from taxation
50% of income received from an individual
lifetime annuity, up to $20,000 annually.
Depreciation Recapture on Retirement
80. AAW supports a change in the depreciation recapture rules when farm and other
business depreciable assets are sold on retirement or cessation of business. Currently
the amount of depreciation taken on most
assets is recaptured as ordinary income,
thereby eliminating the benefit of a more
favorable capital gains tax rate for most
businesspersons who sell their business assets on retirement.
Special Exemptions for Depreciation
81. AAW supports special exemptions for
purchases of machinery and equipment, land
improvements, livestock, and buildings.
82. AAW supports the reinstatement of the
50% bonus depreciation and the making
permanent of the $500,000 Section 179
deduction.

TRADE ISSUES, DOMESTIC
Transportation
83. AAW believes that all commercial vehicles operating within U.S. borders must
meet uniform safety standards.
84. AAW supports Congress’ passage of a
national increase of truck weight limits.
Two federally approved pilot programs in
Maine and Wisconsin were successful in
reducing fuel costs and labor costs for agriculture and natural resource industries.
Labeling
85. AAW supports Country of Origin Labeling (COOL) on all imported agriculture
and aquaculture products at the final point
of sale to consumers.
86. AAW recognizes food safety and traceability mechanisms; however, the added
cost of implementation must not be borne
solely by the producers.
87. AAW opposes mandatory labeling of
biotechnological products or processes.
Market Consolidation
88. AAW supports strong congressional
oversight of market consolidation. AAW
believes that market consolidation restricts
trade and decreases market access for small
farmers.
TRADE ISSUES, INTERNATIONAL
International Trade Negotiation and Policy
89. AAW supports the strict implementation of all international trading rules to
prevent unfair practices by competing nations and to assure unrestricted access to
domestic and world markets. Furthermore,
we believe that all trade agreements should
be continually evaluated.
90. AAW believes that imported foods
should meet the same grading and safety
standards as domestic products.
91. AAW supports equivalent sanitary and
phytosanitary regulations as part of any
free trade agreement.
92. AAW opposes the use of false trade
barriers and punitive tariffs in trade negotiations and policy development.
93. AAW supports payment of the technology fee on biotech seed by all who use the
seed—not just those in the United States.
The requirement that this additional fee be
paid on all biotech seed planted in the U.S.
is a distinct trade disadvantage to U.S. farmers by increasing their cost of production.
94. AAW supports cooperative efforts for
international market development and
promotion programs.

Border & Port Inspections
95. AAW supports Animal and Plant Health
Inspection Service having the responsibility for border and port inspections with the
appropriate increase in funding. We believe
that inspection of our food supply at the
ports of entry should be increased.
Sanction Reform
96. AAW believes that unilateral sanctions
have not proven to be an effective means to
further foreign policy goals and are disruptive to international food trade.
International Organizations and Trade
Agreements
97. AAW recognizes the World Trade Organization (WTO) as the primary international forum for world trade.
98. AAW encourages the U.S. Trade Representative and/or the WTO to review the
developing nation status definition.
99. AAW supports further liberalization of
trade in agricultural products, which can be
achieved through the WTO.
100. AAW supports balanced, fair international trade agreements that open international markets to U.S. agricultural products.
COMMODITIES
A domestic food, fuel, and fiber supply must
be the basis of our national security. AAW
recognizes that U.S. farmers and ranchers
continue to provide a safe and abundant
food supply in a healthy environment.
The future well being of the world depends
upon modern, progressive production capabilities and practices of U.S. agriculture.
101. AAW supports the use and protection of existing and new seed technology
for food, feed and fiber to advance a higher
economic benefit and to assure an abundant
and secure domestic and global food supply.
102. AAW demands the retention and continued development of the US Department
of Agriculture (USDA). AAW believes
the USDA is imperative for the continued
global success of our national food, fuel
and fiber product security.
103. AAW supports legislation that will
enhance domestic and international market
growth and also supports legislation that
exempts food from trade embargoes.
104. In the event of a natural disaster, AAW
supports timely government assistance to
affected agricultural producers.
105. AAW supports an efficient and mod-
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ern transportation infrastructure, which enables U.S. farmers and ranchers access to
domestic and world markets. The general
lack of transportation infrastructure maintenance, including locks and dams, and
railroad monopolies, put all U.S. agriculture and the world food supply in jeopardy.
106. AAW supports funding for agricultural research and development through Land
Grant universities and the U.S. Department
of Agriculture (USDA) to ensure the necessary increases in productivity and safety of
food, fuel, and fiber.
107. AAW supports peer-reviewed sound
scientific data, as opposed to emotional
rhetoric, be used when educating the public
regarding agricultural production methods.
ANIMAL WELL-BEING
108. AAW supports the responsible treatment of animals and livestock industry participation in the development of any new
policy to regulate treatment practices.
109. AAW opposes any legislation or regulations that would allow Humane Society
of the United States (HSUS), People for the
Ethical Treatment of Animals (PETA), or
any other anti-animal industry activists access to slaughterhouses and private animal
handling facilities for any reason at any
time. Only highly qualified and uniformly
trained states’ department of agriculture
employees should have access to properties for inspections at slaughterhouses or
any other animal handling facility; that
the animal processing industry by its very
nature is vulnerable to attacks by animal
rights groups.
110. AAW respectfully asks legislators,
when they are approached by animal rights
representatives, to carry bills pertaining to
animal health, to talk with actual livestock
producers about the legislation in order to
learn why producers use these practices for
the well being of their animals.
111. AAW supports the responsible use of
animals in research.
112. AAW supports legislation establishing
strong federal criminal penalties and civil
remedies for violent, threatening, obstructive, and destructive conduct that is intended to injure, intimidate, or interfere with
animal enterprises and research.
113. AAW supports legislation that establishes assistance for security programs at
research facilities.
114. AAW supports the right of farmers to
protect their records from public scrutiny.
115. AAW supports the legalization of
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horse slaughter plants to guarantee the humane and environmentally sensitive disposition of aged and infirm horses in the US
without onerous excessive regulations.
116. AAW supports the sale, possession and
humane transportation of horses for processing across state and international borders without onerous excessive regulations.
117. AAW supports the use of standardized
best management practices in livestock
carcass disposal.
COMMODITY MARKETING
118. AAW objects to all nutrient credit
trading.
DAIRY AND LIVESTOCK
119. AAW supports programs financed by
producer and processor investment that increase demand for US dairy and livestock
products both in the United States and
around the world.
120. AAW supports creating a new and/or
revised Dairy Production Program to protect against both severe and unsustainable
loss of margin.
121. AAW supports limited government involvement to protect dairy price volatility
or fluctuation.
122. AAW supports the use of the latest
technological tools to meet increased global demand for meat, milk and eggs.
123. AAW supports availability of new
products to safeguard the health of animals.
124. AAW supports the responsible use
of antibiotics and other industry approved
treatments to safeguard animal health.
125. AAW supports an enhanced infectious
disease monitoring and testing program of
imported and domestic animals and meat in
order to maintain consumer confidence and
market stability.
126. AAW opposes announcements of suspect cases of infectious zoonotic diseases.
127. AAW supports timely announcements
of confirmed cases of infectious and zoonotic diseases.
128. AAW supports interstate shipment
of meat from state-inspected processing
plants where state regulations are equal to
or exceed federal regulations.
129. AAW urges the USDA to work with
state and federal animal health officials
to identify all animals imported into the
United States.
130. AAW recommends that any federally
mandated surveillance and food safety programs be accompanied by adequate federal
funding.

131. AAW supports research and education into standards of care that ensure animal well-being and profitable ways to raise
livestock set by marketing demands. This
should require the use of peer-reviewed
research-based science.
132. AAW supports mandatory Country of
Origin Labeling (COOL) to promote consumption of U.S. products.
133. AAW urges Congress to promote
policy and regulations that encourage flexibility by the livestock industry to make
responsible management decisions on
breeding, disease surveillance, marketing,
environmental conditions, and other issues
that affect the livestock industry and the
welfare of animals.
134. AAW supports an effective track and
trace system that is cost effective to producers and enhances public confidence in
the U.S. food supply.
135. AAW supports legislation to clarify
that Congress did not intend to regulate
manure under the Comprehensive Environmental Recovery Compensation and Liability Act (CERCLA) or the Environmental
Protection and Community Right-to-Know
Act (EPCRA), known as Superfund laws.
136. AAW requests a complete audit of the
Beef Checkoff as well as complete transparency in the future.
137. AAW opposes feedlot ownership by
beef packers, creating a monopoly without
competition, in violation of the original
1929 Packers and Stockyards Act.
138. AAW opposes the Safeguard American Food Exports Act (SAFE), which
would amend the Federal Food, Drug and
Cosmetic Act, and if passed, would impose
fines and/or prison time for anyone who
sells, transports, imports or exports horses
going to a humane and regulated horse processing facility. This measure sets a dangerous precedent to halt the transport of all
other livestock animals used for food, thus
creating a major attack on the agriculture
industry.
NUTRITION
139. AAW supports federal, state, and local activities to improve nutritional intake
and establish healthy eating habits. It is
important to balance information for both
consumers and schools, recommending
a daily diet of meats, dairy, fruits, whole
grains and vegetables in order to support
healthy living.
AAW, to address the obesity epidemic in
the United States with a special emphasis
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on children, supports a call to action to improve nutrient intakes and establish healthy
eating habits overall. There should be an
emphasis in school programs to consume
more nutrient-dense foods such as low-fat
or fat-free milk and milk products, in addition to lean meats, fruits, vegetables and
whole grains, while limiting intakes of sodium, solid fat, added sugars and refined
grains.
FOOD SAFETY
140. AAW supports the value of the safe
and affordable food supply for our nation
and the world. AAW supports a federal
standard to maintain the US food supply
while maintaining consumer food confidence in the safety of US agricultural products.
141. To insure the safety of our food supply, AAW supports:
• the implementation of animal health
emergency management and eradication
programs,
• traceability of all food products,
• Hazard Analysis and Risk Based
Preventive Control (HARPC),
• continued worldwide surveillance
activities,
• monitoring of the status of foreign and
domestic animal diseases, and
• inspections at the border to maintain a safe
and abundant food supply for the American
people and the world population.
FRUITS, VEGETABLES AND
SPECIALTY CROPS
142. AAW supports the U.S. Department of
Agriculture for increasing fruits and vegetable consumption in federal food programs.
143. AAW supports the continued education for the consumption of U.S. grown
produce which provides tremendous health
and economic benefits to both consumers
and growers.
144. AAW supports research and implement of minimum grade quality standards
for fresh fruits, vegetables, and specialty
crops that will improve product quality,
meet consumer expectations to enhance the
growers competitive position.
145. AAW recognizes and supports a diverse specialty crop industry which includes edible and non-edible crops.
146. AAW supports the U.S. Trade Representative establishing a position for specialty crop trade matters in the agricultural
office.

GRAINS
147. AAW supports and promotes alternative uses of all grain and related by-products produced in the United States. We support a national energy policy that includes
a renewable fuels standard (RFS2) for all
transportation fuels and less dependence
upon foreign oil.
148. AAW encourages a coalition of feed,
grain, and livestock organizations to assure
a unified voice for agriculture.
149. AAW supports a farm bill that better
enables producers to manage risk which is
effective and efficient.
150. AAW supports enforcement of limitations on foreign material in grains exported
to foreign countries, including all levels of
handling from the farms to the country of
destination.
LANDSCAPING, NURSERIES,
GREENHOUSES
151. AAW supports the development of
industry-driven, science-based, voluntary,
Best-Management Practices (BMPs), including but not limited to, cost-share programs and other incentives that assist nurseries in meeting water quality standards
and other environmental goals.
152. AAW supports continued research and
development of biological, physical, cultural and chemical tools necessary for nursery growers and landscape maintenance
professionals to incorporate Integrated Pest
Management (IPMs) strategies into their
overall management regimens.
153. AAW insists that the scientific foundation and biological integrity of Quarantine-37 must never be compromised. It is
a scientifically sound, biologically based
barrier designed to minimize the introduction of new, damaging, exotic pests and
diseases into the U.S.
NEW CROPS/NEW USES
154. AAW supports research efforts into
the utilization of alternate/new crops for
commercial food, fiber, and energy uses.
155. AAW supports funding of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
(NOAA) to support research on plantbased feeds necessary to develop the regulatory structure for an offshore aquaculture
industry in the U.S.
POLLINATORS
156. AAW supports rebuilding viable and
vibrant pollinator communities, through
continued research across all lands to im-

prove resiliency and functional redundancy
in pollinator populations, and to improve
long-term profitability of agriculture. Pollinators are vital to production agriculture.
Most fruit, vegetable, forage and seed
crops, plus crops that provide fiber, drugs
and fuel require the pollination services
provided by managed and native or “wild”
pollinators.
157. AAW supports promoting pollinators
through further revisions to USDA Natural
Resource Conservation Service (NRCS)
field office technical guides and conservation practices.
NATURAL RESOURCES
AAW defines “sustainable agriculture,” including silviculture, forestry and aquaculture, as using farm practices and resources
that produce safe, high quality food and
other products for America and the world,
resulting in profitable operations that improve the land and environment for future
generations.
158. AAW supports the multiple use of
natural resources.
159. AAW recommends policies that promote the abundant renewable natural resources in a healthy, productive environment.
160. AAW supports the use of natural resources to produce food, clothing, shelter,
and fuel as a priority for America’s economy and national security.
161. AAW believes that government agencies that are using decision-making powers
to affect natural resource communities and
industries need to be held accountable for
their decisions. There should be:
• specific timetables,
• timely efficiency reports,
• analysis of public and private costs of
simple mentation,
• balancing of harms and benefits
• analysis of the effect of no-management
actions.
CLEAN AIR
162. AAW supports a clean air standard
providing an agricultural exemption for
dust particulate matter generated as a result
of agricultural activities. Any definition including dust as a contaminant must exempt
production agriculture and silviculture.
Any increase in dust regulation must show
proof of validated scientific justification for
the increased regulation.
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163. AAW supports research efforts
to identify agriculture’s role in carbon
sequestration. Carbon sequestration,
the process by which carbon gases are
captured and stored, presents potential
technological solutions to the build-up
of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere.
It is important that regulation of greenhouse gases (GHG) not adversely affect
our ability to provide a safe and abundant
food supply. AAW contends that while it
is possible some producers might gain
some benefits, it is far more certain that
all producers would face higher costs. If
U.S. trading partners do not adopt similar emission reduction strategies, it will
severely erode the international competitive position of the U.S.
LAND USE
164. AAW supports the preservation of
our nation’s sovereignty and our Constitution as the supreme law of the land.
165. AAW believes that good stewardship of our natural resources is best assured by those who have made both financial and labor investments to become
owners and caretakers of their land.
Even though local, state and federal
governments own more than 40% of the
land in the United States, some groups
seek additional purchases of private
property by, or through, the government.
The continued purchase and taking of
private property by the government or
government funded organizations, using government funds, erode the very
foundation on which this country, its
principles, freedoms, economy, health
and productivity of its natural resources
are based.
166. AAW recognizes that a family
farm, ranch, or private timber concern is
a form of business enterprise in which
the entrepreneurial decisions are made
by individuals engaged in the production of food, feed, fiber, fuel, forest
products and/or flora for profit, which
provides a major source of income and
capital for investment.
167. AAW opposes the elimination of
productive agriculture lands to construct
artificial wetland.
168. AAW opposes any authority given to non-governmental organizations
(NGOs), United Nations or foreign
governments regarding the use or management of any federal, state or private
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properties within the boundaries of the U.S. and
its holdings.
169. AAW opposes the designation of scenic
byways, flyways, waterways or any other designations and the resulting restrictions on private
lands in the U.S.
PUBLIC LANDS
170. AAW supports access to federal lands for
multiple uses including but not limited to: agriculture, grazing, mining, drilling, forestry, habitat
and recreation.
171. AAW supports a policy of no net loss of taxable private property.
172. AAW opposes preferential treatment to sellers or buyers of private land through tax incentives or other measures to nonprofit entities.
173. AAW supports efforts to prevent entities
from setting up “shell” companies in order to obtain funds on conservation payments.
A classic tax avoidance operation is based on the
buying and selling through tax haven shell companies to disguise true profits.
174. AAW supports restricting and monitoring the
conditions by which private non-profit groups and
non-governmental organization (NGO) groups
can purchase land with the intent to sell or transfer
ownership of that land to the government.
The federal government must show where their
authority comes from to acquire land or take the
use of the land.
175. AAW strongly opposes the designation of
additional wilderness areas.
Wilderness areas are wild lands with special “legal” protections granted by the U.S. Congress
that cannot be changed. They cannot be managed
to save species, habitat or old growth forests, or
to suppress fire. Natural forces prevail. In 1964,
when the Wilderness Act was passed, there were
9.1 million acres set aside in 13 states (54 areas).
– Numbers from Wilderness.net.
UPDATE – As of January, 2013 The National Wilderness Preservation system currently contains
758 wilderness areas comprising 109,510,858.
This is an approximately 1,203% increase in
lands set aside since 1964. There is approximately 75 additional areas being considered this session of Congress. How much is too much?
PRIVATE PROPERTY RIGHTS
176. AAW supports legislation that reinforces our
citizens’ constitutional private property rights that
requires just and complete compensation at highest and best use for the taking of private property.
177. AAW opposes “takings” legislation that devalues land by:
• regulatory action,
• activities that negatively impact adjacent land

by creating buffer zones, scenic byways,
scenic viewsheds, and scenic viewscapes,
or
• activities that impact landowner’s rights
in any way, or by endorsing conservation
easements.
AAW contends that water is property
[the Hage vs. United States Takings case,
January 26, 2004]. Any reallocation of the
water permitted for private use by government is a taking. Government is obligated
to compensate the owners of privately held
water at the highest and best use of the
property when the public deems a necessary beneficial use of that water.
178. AAW strongly supports private property owners and the sovereignty of states
above the federal government regarding
allocations of water within their borders.
179. AAW urges Congress to take no action outside those enumerated powers
found in Article 1, Section 8, of the United
States Constitution that would infringe
upon the rights left to the states and to the
people. Article 1, Section 8, enumerates
these rights, which are limited.
180. AAW opposes the right to trespass
onto private property by land or water access.
EMINENT DOMAIN
181. AAW opposes the use of Eminent Domain for the purchase of private property
from an owner to transfer or lease to another private or commercial owner.
182. AAW supports compensation at highest and best use when property is taken.
183. AAW opposes the use of Eminent
Domain for economic development and
additional tax revenue accruing from such
development.
184. When Eminent Domain is used for
public welfare or safety, AAW opposes the
government acquiring more land than necessary for the project.
185. AAW strongly opposes the taking
of private property by postings on the
Internet. We support written notification
through registered mail of any intent related to private property.
186. AAW supports every effort to use
existing public land before imposing Eminent Domain.
187. AAW opposes the taking of private
property by Eminent Domain to construct
the planned North American Free Trade
Agreement (NAFTA) Transportation Corridor that will reach from Mexico to Canada.
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188. AAW opposes the use of Eminent Domain by a foreign country.
ENDANGERED SPECIES ACT
America’s security and economic solvency
depend upon our military and domestic food
and energy supply and must therefore take
precedence over the regulations of the Endangered Species Act (ESA).
189. AAW supports the value of human life,
safety, and welfare above any other species whether endangered, threatened or not
listed.
190. AAW supports the repeal of the existing Endangered Species Act. Funding for
the Endangered Species Act (ESA) needs to
be discontinued until such time as the Act
is re-authorized and the means for funding
re-evaluated.
191. AAW supports state and local control
of the hunting of all species of predators.
Each state has different issues with animals
such as, but not limited to, wolves, cougars,
or bears.
192. AAW supports a requirement that the
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) and
Critical Habitat designations be completed
before restrictive regulatory action is taken.
Concurrent social, economic and environmental cost/benefit analyses and compensatory adjustments for takings deemed necessary for species protection is required, and
should be enforced.
193. AAW supports an ESA consultation
process requiring the use of sound, verifiable, research-based science that is transparent, quantifiable, and assesses the economic
impact to agriculture and natural resource
production, giving equal weight to historical
data of the land before a listing is approved.
194. AAW supports eliminating subjective
biological units (sub-species, populations,
stocks) from ESA action and pursue recovery of only significant species.
195. AAW supports the protection of property owners from regulatory takings by local, state and national agencies. If property
is taken, owner must be compensated at
highest and best use and for loss of income
and expenses.
196. AAW supports allowing a state or private property owner who is accused of an
ESA violation to continue with existing
farming, logging, fishing or mining practices until the suit is resolved. No fine should
be assessed unless a violation is proven.
197. AAW supports requiring feasible recovery plans and selection of recovery
measures that are most cost effective and

have the least negative social and economic
impact.
198. AAW strongly supports accountability
by reviewing and evaluating recovery plans
every five years.
199. AAW supports active involvement of
all parties before federal agencies make
qualified, major decisions in order to have
appeal rights. This will then allow the ability to appeal.
200. AAW supports excluding a specie from
consideration as endangered or threatened,
or de-list it, if it is abundant in any location.
201. AAW urges that the EPA acknowledges “extinction” as a natural process of
evolution.
202.
AAW believes only native species
should be considered for endangered species status.
203. AAW supports the implementation of
an Endangered Species Recovery Transparency Act.
204. AAW opposes expansion of habitat
area designations for endangered species
without peer-reviewed scientific data showing the additional acres are necessary.
205. AAW opposes the U.S. listing of endangered species in foreign countries.
Once listed, the ESA authorizes the U.S.
Treasury to spend American taxpayer
money acquiring foreign land, water, and
other property interests to “protect” these
species. As one way for America to spend
money on foreign property, Congress and
the federal bureaucracy have authorized
several “Debt for Nature” swaps which allow the U.S. Treasury to forgive (“trade”)
foreign debt or loans made by the American
taxpayers to foreign countries with the hope
that the country will stop property use and
development to protect these species on the
American endangered species list. Some of
these “Debt for Nature” swaps include nongovernmental organizations (NGOs) like
the Nature Conservancy or World Wildlife
Fund buying the foreign debt to the U.S. for
pennies on the dollar.

ergy, solar, compressed natural gas, and
biomass fuels, because:

ENERGY
A well-developed diverse domestic energy
supply is critical to national security.
206. AAW supports the 25 X ‘25 Initiative of having 25% or more of the U.S.
renewable energy sources being produced
by farms, ranches, and forests by the year
2025.
207. AAW supports the use of alternative
fuels, such as ethanol, biodiesel, wind en-

FORESTRY & TIMBER
Our nation has more forested acres and
trees today than a hundred years ago. Natural and renewable trees offer many jobs
and economic benefits to our communities, nation, and world. Trees can provide
goods, recreation, and wildlife habitats.
They clean and cool the air we breathe and
protect our water and fisheries.
We have a moral obligation to make wise

• alternative fuels are an abundant renewable resource;
• alternative fuels are important to our nation’s energy security, and;
• alternative fuels are environmentally
friendly.
208. AAW supports development of domestic oil, natural gas, coal, and wind on
public lands and offshore as long as international and domestic shipping lanes are
not disrupted.
209. AAW supports development of domestic oil, natural gas, coal, wind, and solar energy on private land with complete
compensation and notification.
210. AAW supports the creation of new
refineries and the continuous updating of
existing refineries. Agriculture production
and distribution is dependent on the oil industry.
211. AAW supports continued research of
nuclear energy and development of new
plants.
212. In setting tax policy on hydraulic fracturing, AAW believes the majority of revenue from oil and gas industry taxes should
stay at the local level.
213. AAW supports biofuels programs to
offer consumers alternative transportation
as well as heating fuels and offer farmers
additional markets.
Fracturing
Fracturing for oil and natural gas is based
on the geology for exploration and production, which is currently granted a permit by
each individual state. Each U.S. geographical area is different, so each state’s pollution control agency should prepare an environmental study prior to granting a permit
for frack sand mining.
214. AAW does not support moratoriums
of any kind of fracturing for oil or natural
gas or frack sand mining.
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use of these resources and make sure these
forests are standing tall for future generations to utilize and enjoy.
Actively managed forests are healthy forests and could play an important role in
our climate’s change. A healthy tree can
absorb 10 pounds of carbon in a year from
the atmosphere. The best sequesters of
carbon are healthy growing trees. Old and
decaying trees release carbon back into the
atmosphere and become part of the carbon
problem. Timber owners are able to market
carbon credits. The removal of woody biomass and sawlogs would make materials
available to be used for generating electricity, bio-diesel, bio-ethanol, or other heavy
fuel oils and aid in carbon sequestration.
It is not economically feasible to remove
woody bio-mass without the removal of the
traditional sawlog. Restoration Forestry is
the most effective tool to accomplish forest health restoration and reduce wildfires.
This includes harvesting trees, storing carbon in wood products and actively replanting trees.
215. AAW urges Congress to require the
Forest Service to implement their National
Forest Plans by:
• removing the excessive carbon emissions
from the sick and burned acres they own,
• reducing the carbon emissions from public lands at the same rate expected of private enterprises and businesses,
• reducing the risk of catastrophic wildfires
on our public lands and forests,
• increasing timber sale program to 3 billion board feet annually and continuing to
increase until they achieve the Forest Plan
levels.
Wildfire activity for 2012 - Wildfires
burned over 9 million acres in 2012 with
a suppression price tag of almost $2 billion
dollars. Catastrophic wildfires take their
toll in property and lives as well as air and
water quality degradation and environmental devastation. Fire-fighting costs account
for nearly 50% of the Forest Service’s annual budget.
A study entitled “Greenhouse Gas Emissions from Four California Wildfires; Opportunities to Prevent and Reverse Environmental and Climate Impacts” authored
by Dr. Thomas Bonnicksen, Professor
Emeritus of Forest Science at Texas A & M
University focused on four separate wildfires in California: the Angora Fire (2007),
Fountain Fire (1992), Star Fire (2001), and
Moonlight Fire (2007). These fires burned

May/June 2014
144,825 acres. The initial combustion had
a carbon footprint equal to 1,864,624 passenger cars for one year. The long-term effect of decay had a carbon footprint equal
to an additional 5,098,009 passenger cars
for one year.
216.
AAW supports creating a separate
fund to allow extraordinary wildfires to be
treated the same as other natural disasters.
Our public national forests are sick and dying. Today’s public forests are growing 10
to 100 times more trees per acre than the
forested lands at the time Native Americans
managed them by fire. The overcrowded
forests result in insect damage, disease, and
the loss of groundwater. These unhealthy
conditions make the forests vulnerable to
catastrophic wildfires. Forest fires are more
frequent, bigger in size, and catastrophic in
nature.
Forest fire costs do not reflect the cost of the
burned trees, watershed damages, homes,
ranches, wildlife, or livestock that are lost.
Fire costs now account for nearly 50% of
the annual Forest Service budget. The
most devastating wildfires, only 1% of all
wildfires, consume 95% of all the burned
acres and 85% of all the suppression costs.
217. AAW urges Congress to reauthorize
the 10,000-acre categorical exclusion to
address imminent threats such as uncharacteristic loads, epidemic insect infestations
and unhealthy, overcrowded forests.
218. AAW opposes the sale of national forest lands to fund the purchase of more federal lands. .
Wilderness Study Areas- Lands not actually designated yet as “wilderness” are
being treated in a like manner, long after
studies have shown these areas do not fit
criteria for wilderness. These areas should
be returned to multiple-use status, allowing
roads and trails to be maintained for access,
especially in the case of wildfire defense.
Fifty-one percent of our nation’s forests are
privately owned and more than 1/3 of these
acres are part of a farm, an important part
of the rural landscape.
219. AAW urges legislation to offer cost
sharing towards environmental quality
incentives and tax incentives for developing renewable energy sources (including
woody biomass), habitats, and/or water improvements.
220. AAW urges the expansion of the domestic forest products market.

221. AAW urges Congress to amend the
Equal Access to Justice Act, requiring a
significant bond based on losses incurred
by delays, limiting amounts awarded, and
requiring plaintiffs to pay government’s
attorneys’ fees if they lose, which would
deter frivolous lawsuits.
INVASIVE SPECIES
AAW does not view all non-native species
as invasive, nuisance, noxious, or harmful.
It is well known that migratory flyways can
and do change. Weather, volcanic eruptions
and earthquakes can and do cause variations to migration. Oceanic currents can
and do cause variations to historic ranges
of species. These and other acts of nature
cause relocation of species.
222. AAW believes the phrase, “invasive
species” needs to be defined as a specific
set of scientific criteria and this distinction
needs to be made clear in open debate.
“Invasive species” means an alien species whose introduction does or is likely
to cause economic or environmental harm
or harm to human health. “Native species”
means, with respect to a particular ecosystem, a species that, other than as a result
of an introduction, historically occurred or
currently occurs in that ecosystem.
PUBLIC LAND & ANIMAL
RESOURCE MANAGEMENT
223. AAW expects government to comply
with the same standards imposed on citizens and businesses regarding the management of natural resources and wildlife.
224. AAW supports active, responsible
management of wildlife.
Wildlife overpopulation, overgrazing, polluted streams, passing of disease from infected animals and extensive crop damages
are but a few intolerable consequences of
wildlife mismanagement.
WATER QUALITY
Livestock
225. AAW opposes efforts to regulate livestock manure as hazardous waste under
Comprehensive Environment Response,
Compensation and Liability Act (CERCLA) or other environmental laws. We support legislation to clarify that manure was
never intended to be regulated as hazardous
waste.
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Non-Point Source
226. AAW supports a national water quality policy on non-point source pollution that
gives states the control to develop and manage water quality programs specific to the
states’ own watershed issues.
Programs under the Clean Water Act should
promote the use of voluntary Best Management Practices (BMPs) by rural landowners, agricultural producers and urban natural resources users.
Given flexibility within state programs, local watershed stakeholder committees can
develop and implement Total Maximum
Daily Loads (TMDL’s) designed to incorporate BMPs and monitoring as key components to the protection of water resources
and the prevention of future impairments.
227. AAW supports revising water quality standards based on real risk to human
health as determined by sound researchbased scientific methods.
228. AAW urges Congress to clarify that
access roads on federal lands are not a
point source pollution.
Data and Monitoring
229. AAW strongly promotes funding the
monitoring of targeted waterways and the
collection of data for accurate decisionmaking in the allocation of state resources
for water protection programs.
230. AAW expects federal and state elected
officials and agency staff decision-makers
to use credible, current records on historical data to establish reasonable and attainable year-round water temperature standards for rivers and streams.
231. AAW objects to non-peer reviewed
data, including citizen scientists and other
collections processes that rely on volunteers as being the basis upon which government agencies develop their regulations.
WATER RESOURCE
MANAGEMENT
Civil Works
232. AAW supports the maintenance and
continued investment for development of
dams, levees, canals and other engineered
facilities that provide multiple benefits to
people and nature.
233. AAW urges Congress to immediately
reaffirm the initial, established purpose
of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and
the Bureau of Reclamation. The purposes
of flood control, navigation and irrigation
projects have served both the government
and the economic development efforts of
this country.

234. AAW supports the funding and construction of new 1200-foot locks and maintenance of the existing 600-foot locks for
the Upper Mississippi and Illinois Rivers.
235. AAW supports the implementation of
a plan for systemic flood protection for the
Upper Mississippi and Illinois Rivers, and
the Red River of the North.
236. AAW opposes the use of Inland Waterways and Harbor Maintenance trust
funds for operations and maintenance.
Trust funds should fund only new construction as intended when authorized. Flood
control, irrigation, energy production and
transportation should remain as primary
purposes for public water storage and
management investments. Fish and wildlife “protections” and other environmental
concerns should be added using research to
ensure that socio-economic costs are justifiable with devaluation and/or harm to individuals, communities, or states being fully
compensated.
237. AAW urges Congress to disallow immense public investments, such as dams, to
be arbitrarily and capriciously destroyed.
Prior to any purposeful alteration or destruction of these public investments or
their uses, the government should show research-based scientific and economic proof
that this action is vital to national security
and necessary for benefit to humans as well
as to the environment, as required under the
original intent of the authority of the Corps
of Engineers.
238. AAW advocates policies that promote
abundance of water resources.
239. AAW supports allowing voluntary private funds for modernization of locks and
dams.
Navigable Waters
240. AAW demands retention of the word
“navigable” in the Clean Water Act.
241. AAW opposes proposed changes to
the Clean Water Act that expand federal
government’s jurisdiction over all intrastate
waters including groundwater, storm water,
ditches, culverts, pipe, tile, desert washes,
sheet flow, erosion features, farm and stock
ponds and prior converted cropland.
Water Contracts, Water Rights and Ownership
A dedicated and secure water supply is critical to national and food security.
242. AAW urges Congress to honor its contractual obligations to agricultural water
who rely on federally constructed water

projects for irrigation supplies. Full contract supplies are essential to maintain productive farmland.
243. AAW does not support land retirement
as a means of relieving the U.S. government’s contractual obligations to provide
water and/or drainage service.
244. AAW opposes foreign ownership of
water and water treatment and distribution
utilities.
245. AAW opposes federal purchase of privately held water rights in cases where the
federal government would then hold the
water right.
246. AAW supports a prominent role for
agriculture in determining water allocation
due to the economic and social necessity of
producing enough food, fiber, and fuel to
accommodate the domestic population and
to build the economy by marketing value
added and surplus commodity products.
247. AAW opposes the diversion of water
from natural water sources to metropolitan
areas at agriculture’s expense.
Wetlands
248. AAW objects to a national policy of
avoiding impacts to wetlands, versus previous policy of minimizing impacts to wetlands.
249. AAW objects to public funds supporting easements or buyouts to non-profit
groups for large-scale wetland restoration
that removes agricultural land from local
tax rolls and other local economic activity.
250. AAW supports the Supreme Court ruling that the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
does not have jurisdiction over wetlands
that are not adjacent to navigable waters.
AAW opposes the implementation of
Agenda 21
American Agri-Women strongly urges
Congress to protect the sovereignty of the
United States against global governance
and the anti-private property implementation of Agenda 21.
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Member Viewpoint:
Takeaways from Bundy Ranch
By Marie Bowers Stagg

If you are like me you have probably
discussed Cliven Bundy’s ranch standoff with the BLM this last week at least
once.
The Takeaway
The Bundy Ranch situation has
highlighted some points many of us
have been trying to get people to pay
attention to for years. Now we just
have to make sure those points are
heard through the banter.
The dangerous overreach of the
Endangered Species Act.
The original dispute started over a
tortoise that got listed as an endangered
species. The BLM decided in order
to save the tortoise they needed to restrict grazing on ranchers. According
to several reports Bundy was the only
rancher left in his area because of his
resistance to reduce grazing.
Currently environmentalists want
to list the Sage Grouse as an endangered species. This bird has habitat
in 11 different Western states. What
will that do to ranchers and grazing if
the bird is listed? Personally, I believe
the Sage Grouse is the spotted owl for
ranchers and will no doubt mean certain death to an industry.
The obscene amount of the land
the federal government “owns” in the
West.
It is NOT appropriate for the feds
to “own” 53% of Oregon and 85% of
Nevada. The founding fathers never
intended for this to happen and the people in charge can sell that land anytime
they want.
The power radical environmental
groups have over our government.
The Center for Biological Diversity threatened to sue the BLM if they
did not remove Mr. Bundy’s cattle in
the last year. The Equal Access to Jus-

tice Act (EAJA) allows non-profits to
sue the federal government and if they
are successful in their lawsuit their attorney fees are covered by the taxpayers.
However, depending on which
party is in charge of the government
the radical environmental groups have
found an easy way to make money.
They use “sue and settle” techniques to
receive their funding. We are not talking a couple thousand dollars we are
talking millions of dollars. It is estimated that between 2000 and 2010 “12
environmental groups had filed more
than 3,300 lawsuits over the previous
decade, recovering over $37 million in
EAJA funds.”
Continuing Action
My hope is the people outraged by
the BLM’s actions against the Bundys
put their passion towards something
positive.
 We need to fight the ESA listing of the Sage Grouse.
 We need to urge the government to at the very least transfer federal
land back to the state.
 We need to reform the EAJA.
If any part of Cliven Bundy’s situation was upsetting to you, I would
suggest that you start advocating for
reforms on the federal level on the issues I listed above.
This is why elections matter. It
matters who you vote for at the Federal, State and County levels. They all
have a say in your freedoms and your
livelihoods.
To view a map showing the
amount of federal ownership of land
and for additional links, go to Marie’s
blog,
http://www.oregongreenblog.
com/2014/04/15/takeaways-from-bundy-ranch/.

Join Us for the American Agri-Women Fly In!
June 8-11, 2014
Washington, DC
See page 3 for registration information!
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Congratulations to the
Gail McPherson Scholarship
Winners
by Ardath DeWall, Scholarship Chair

American Agri-Women Foundation has
selected the three 2014 Gail McPherson Scholarship winners, which awards
first time attendees $500 to attend the
Washington D.C. Fly-In. Congratulations to Karen Barnes, Texas AgriWomen, Kristi Bishop, Oklahoma
Agri-Women, and Alisha Nord, North
Dakota Agri-Women.
Karen Barnes is a new member and
is active in the Uvalde, Texas, chapter
of Texas Agri-Women. Karen and her
daughter run the family ranch together,
along with the cow/calf operation. She
has been active as Republican County
Chair and advisory board appointed by
the City Council.
Kristi Bishop is currently chair for
Oklahoma Agri-Women. Other volunteer service includes participation with
the Special Olympics and the Oklahoma Youth Expo livestock show. While
her family is no longer involved in production agriculture she has made an effort to continue her involvement with
the industry. This has included grant
writing, guest speaking at youth breed
association leadership events and completion of the Beef Masters Advocacy
program.
Alisha Nord, an outstanding advocate for agriculture, currently through
the beef cattle industry, joined North
Dakota Agri-Women and AAW in
2013, as a result of her mom, Amber
Nord, being very involved in Minnesota Agri-Women. She says, “I traveled around with mom to meetings and
events, helping with Ag Week projects,
taking animals into schools, planting seeds and community gardens and
helped get Ag in the Classroom into
schools. I continued these projects
through high school and every chance
available. I tried to teach about agriculture. The goals accomplished through
organizations like AAW do make an
impact especially in these important
young years.”

Page 17

May/June 2014

Farmer-to-Farmer Program Update:
San Diego Area Woman Travels to Uganda

Lynda Swenson, a banker and financial consultant from San Diego, CA,
will travel to Uganda for three weeks
to share her technical skills and expertise with local farmers. Swenson’s
assignment is part of Catholic Relief
Services’ Farmer-to-Farmer (FTF) program that promotes economic growth,
food security, and agricultural development in East Africa. She has traveled
to Africa numerous times over the last
five years, including Angola, Malawi,
Zimbabwe, Mozambique, Kenya and
Tanzania.
"I am delighted to volunteer in
Uganda. Farmers there need support in
both the technical and the business aspects of farming, something I’m looking forward to share with them. After a
45-year career in the financial industry,

the Farmer to Farmer program gives
me the chance to give back and share
my experience and expertise,” Swenson said.
In Uganda, Swenson will assist a
local farmer cooperation, Namungalwe
Area Cooperative Enterprise (ACE),
with mapping out a business plan so
they can move toward commercial
farming. Traditionally, the farmers of
ACE have cultivated maize on small
parcels of land, only yielding small
amounts of crops, and lacked a robust
business plan to help them turn greater
profits. With Swenson’s help, the cooperative will gain a better understanding
of business principles and practices,
like keeping records of costs, prices,
profits, and planting and harvesting
times, in order to maximize its busi-

ness efficiency. Swenson assignment
includes the training of 75 farmers.
About CRS’ Farmer to Farmer program: CRS is partnering with five U.S.
institutions to tap into the rich diversity
of the U.S. agriculture community: the
National Catholic Rural Life Conference, Foods Resource Bank, National
Association of Agricultural Educators,
American Agri-Women, and the University of Illinois’ College of Agricultural, Consumer and Environmental
Sciences.
The U.S. volunteers will travel to
East Africa for anywhere from one to
six weeks, with their expenses covered
by USAID.
For more information, visit http://
farmertofarmer.crs.org/ or contact pastpresident@americanagriwomen.org.

Editorial from Sue McCrum, President of American Agri-Women:

Guarding Against the Dangerous Overreach of the Endangered Species Act
Recently, there have been media reports that have highlighted the dangerous overreach of the Endangered Species Act (ESA). Desert Tortoise, Delta
Smelt, Sage Grouse, and the Lesser
Prairie Chicken to name a few species, are being respected over the value
of the human species as various actions are being taken across the United
States to severely curtail or eliminate
the use of land, water, timber and mineral resources in deference to these species. These resources are vital for the
security and economic solvency of the
United States as they provide food, fiber, shelter and energy for our people.
The situation cements the fact that

American Agri-Women (AAW) (www.
americanagriwomen.org) urges that
the existing Endangered Species Act
be repealed. At the very least, AAW
supports a requirement that the Environmental Impact Statement (EIS)
and Critical Habitat designations be
completed before restrictive regulatory action is taken. Concurrent social,
economic and environmental cost/benefit analyses and compensatory adjustments for takings deemed necessary
for species protection is required, and
should be enforced.
AAW supports allowing a state
or private property owner who is accused of an ESA violation to continue

with existing farming, logging, fishing
or mining practices until the suit is resolved. No fine should be assessed unless a violation is proven.
AAW opposes expansion of habitat
area designations for endangered species without peer-reviewed scientific
data showing the additional acres are
necessary.
With an ever increasing world population that will need to be fed, clothed
and sheltered land being taken out of
productive use for the benefit of people
will regrettably result in an endangered
species listing for the human race.

AAW members: Please consider sharing this with your local media.
Visit www.americanagriwomen.org to download the editorial.
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Powering Up at Mid-Year
The 2014 Mid-Year meeting in Minneapolis was four days chock full of
thoughtful discussions as well as an energizing time of friendship with more
than 50 women attending from across
the country.
The main event at Mid-Year was
fine-tuning the legislative positions that
we’ll bring to Washington, D.C., at our
Fly-In (June 8-11). Check out the 2014
position statements in this newsletter
and check your calendar for June 8-11.
Here’s a round-up of what we
learned at the educational sessions:
Andy Biebl is a well-known agricultural tax authority, CPA and principal
in CliftonLarsonAllen. He discussed
the benefits of producers following the
cash method accounting method. He
also urged our members to stay vigilant
regarding unfair regulations.
“Most of the issues we have are not
legislation, but regulation. The regulatory pressure is off the charts. Organizations like AAW need to speak up
when there are regulatory excesses.”
Pamela Sweeten, of P. Sweeten
Consulting and a member of California
Women for Agriculture, talked about
the implications for everyone in agriculture because of the new Food Safety
Modernization Act. She says everyone
involved in any way with food production needs to implement processes for
tracking and traceability of products.

“Six months from today everyone
should have their records in order. A
year from today you are going to start
seeing fines,” Sweeten says.
Minnesota’s Agriculture Commissioner Dave Frederickson shared information about important topics related
to agriculture, policy development and
water as well as the work being done
by the Upper Mississippi River Basin
Association. Frederickson says AAW
members need to use their numbers to
make a difference.
“Organizations either have money
or people and you have people. I think
people make the difference,” Frederickson says.
The Center for Food Integrity educated members about the importance of
“shared values” when talking with consumers about food production — and
having conversations, as opposed to
just sharing scientific facts. They suggested members follow these steps to
learn what matters to consumers and to
find common ground:
1. Listen. Don’t judge.
2. Ask questions to invite dialogue.
3. Clarify their perspective.
4. Identify common values.
5. Share your perspective.
6. Determine next steps.
A special thank you to
Farm Credit for sponsoring
the Mid-Year meeting.

Still Time to Apply for
These Scholarships
DAA Scholarships, Age 18-23,
Age 24 +— A $1,000 scholarship
award to each age division available to any farm, ranch or agribusiness women or their daughters to
pursue accredited courses in agriculture. Application available on
AAW website, www.americanagriwomen.org. Due: June 1.
Helen Whitmore AAW Convention
Scholarship — A $500 scholarship
will be awarded to three first-time
attendees to the AAW Convention,
November 6-8 in Ohio. Application
available on AAW website, www.
americanagriwomen.org. Due: August 15.
All scholarship applications can be
sent to: Ardath DeWall, 11841 N.
Mt Vernon Rd., Shannon, Illinois
61078, Questions? Call or email:
815.864.2561, shannondoah@frontiernet.net

AAW members powered up with ideas and developed
legislative positions statements at the
2014 Mid-Year Meeting in Minneapolis.

Thank you to the Past Presidents Council for their
hard work in hosting the 2013 convention. Their
commitment paid off for our organization and the
Resource Center. The council presented a $15,000
check to AAW and $15,000 to the Resource Center
as proceeds from the convention. From left to right,
Yvonne Erickson, Ardath DeWall, Kathy Reavis and
Marcie Williams of the Past Presidents Council,
along with AAW President Sue McCrum and Resource Center President Jane Marshall.
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AAW Marks
Milestone:
Celebrating Our
40th Anniversary
Congratulations to us! AAW marks
an important milestone this year,
the 40th anniversary of the first coalition meeting held in Milwaukee,
Wis., in 1974. Plans are underway
to kick off our anniversary celebration at the 2014 convention in Ohio.
We’ll culminate the celebration with
a grand finale in Maine in 2015 to
mark the 40th anniversary of the
chartering meeting.
We’re now gathering information, stories, mementos and photos
to create a living timeline. If you
have information to share, please
contact communications@americanagriwomen.org. Here’s to our
next 40 years!

2014 Convention Update:

Touring Ohio Agriculture
By Jane Marshall, Ohio Agri-Women President and
Convention Co-Chair

Ohio Agri-Women continue to plan
for this year’s convention at Hueston
Woods, Nov. 6-8. Please watch the
AAW website for the registration forms
and updates on guest tours, the pre-tour
and the post-tour.
Here’s an update on our convention tours: In addition to visiting Filbrun Farm and Stockslager’s Greenhouse, we have planned two other tours
for Friday Nov. 7. We have a tour that
will start at the Miller Coors Brewery,
which opened in 1991. It is a 1,100acre facility that provides jobs for 560
employees and brews 11 million barrels of beer a year. From there, we will
travel to the Hamilton Municipal Wa-

Congratulations to the 2014
‘Leadership At Its Best’ Graduates
Thank you to Syngenta for another great learning opportunity — the 2014 Leadership At Its Best program. The program offers training regarding the process
of developing policy, media interviews, communication styles, public speaking,
leadership strategies and more.
This year’s graduates are front row, from the left: Shirley Leonhardt, W.Va.;
Sue McCrum, Maine, President of AAW; Rex Martin of Syngenta; Jill Leavitt,
Maine; Debbie Crocker, Oregon. Back row, from left: Jennifer Waters, Ill.; Lavon
Wright, Ohio; Becky Henning Ohio; Amy Robinette, N.C.; Kylie Gray, Wash.;
Randi Bural Ore.; Melody Speer, Texas; Sara Reid Herman, Calif.; Cindy Pulskamp, Minn.; Rachel Daberkow, Minn.; Veronique Krohn, N.Y.

ter department. This is the water system that is used at Miller Coors. The
final stop is a tour of Rumpke Landfill.
Rumpke is a family-owned and operated business. The family purchased this
site in 1950. The current facility is permitted to receive municipal solid waste
and construction demolition debris and
has a permitted waste receipt limit of
10,000 tons per day. The facility consists of nearly 500 acres, with 334 acres
permitted for waste disposal. Rumpke
owns more than 800 acres at the site,
much of which is used as a buffer area.
The third tour is to Jungle Jim’s International Market. The market is more than
a grocery store; it’s a destination. With
more than 200,000 square feet of shopping space in each of their stores, there
are more than 150,000 products from
which to choose. From there, we will
visit Vonderhaar’s Catering. Don Vonderhaar, Sr., bought the small market in

which he worked in 1969. The business
started with approximately 1100 square
feet and has grown to more than 14,000
square feet and now includes a catering
business.
At the end of the day, all three tours
will meet at The Barn-n-Bunk Farm
Market, a family-owned business established by Tom and Bev Theobald in
1992. We will have supper, entertainment and a live auction in their beautiful barn. The barn was disassembled in
August 2001 from its original location.
In 2002, a crew of carpenters began to
re-assemble the barn at its present location. All lumber in the barn came from
the original barn, except for the roof.
The timbers, which originally extended down through the bank level, were
ripped to create the railing for the upper
lofts. Stairs were made from other timbers in the original barn. Please join us
in Ohio!

1701 K Street, NW, Ste. 650
Washington, DC 20006
www.AmericanAgriWomen.org

Invitation

American Agri-Women
29th Annual
Congressional Reception

Please Join Us!

June 10, 2014
5:30 - 7:00 p.m.
House Agriculture Committee Room

Sincerely,

Shop the New Country Store
Show off your AAW
pride! AAW’s new
Country Store is now
open
for
business!
Check back often because more gear is being
added.

http://teamstore.gtmsportswear.com/aaw

Sue McCrum, President
~We appreciate support from these friends of AAW~

American Council of Life Insurers,
American Petroleum Institute,
Bayer CropScience , BIO ,
CropLife America,
DowAgro Sciences,
Northern Family Farms,
The Fertilizer Institute, TriEst, Western
Skies Strategies
~RSVP AAWrsvp@yahoo.com~

At the Congressional Reception, American AgriWomen will recognize outstanding members of
the U.S. Congress with the prestigious "Champion of Agriculture" award for their steadfast courage in upholding the ideals of American agriculture to their peers.

