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AGRICULTURE TRADE

POSITION ISSUE: With more than 95% of the world’s population living outside the United
States, the vast majority of our agricultural customer for food, feed, fuel, fiber, and flora are
in U.S. export markets. Export markets opportunities are in jeopardy as our relationship with
top export customers suffer collateral damage from political maneuvering. The top three
markets for U.S. agriculture exports are China, Canada and Mexico, in that order. Together,
these three countries are expected to account for $66.8 billion, or 48% of total U.S.
agricultural exports in FY2018, according to the U.S. Department of Agricultural Economic
Research Service (USDA ERS). They are also the three countries with which our trade
partnerships are at the highest risk.
AMERICAN AGRI-WOMEN REQUEST: Congress to prioritize the swift approval of a
renegotiated and modernized North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA), we also
strongly support the Administration pivoting expeditiously toward a constructive and progrowth trade agenda with Asia-Pacific countries and commencing negotiations to open new
markets and preserve existing trade for American food, agricultural and other U.S. products.
BACKGROUND OF ISSUE: Export markets are a key component of farm profitability, with
exports accounting for an estimated 31% of annual farm cash receipts. ERS estimates
national net farm income—a key indicator of U.S. farm well-being—at $59.5 billion in 2018,
down nearly 7% from last year. In a statement regarding the latest USDA export forecast,
Secretary of Agriculture Sonny Perdue said, “The bottom line is that exports continue to be a major
driver of the rural economy, generating 20 percent of U.S. farm income and supporting more than a million
U.S. jobs. The USDA team continues to work around the clock and around the globe to boost export
prospects for American farmers and ranchers not only by expanding existing markets and improving existing
trade agreements, but also by aggressively pursuing new markets and new opportunities.”
•
•
•

One in every 10 acres planted on American farms helps to feed or neighbors to the
North and South of our borders
Total U.S. food and agricultural exports to Canada and Mexico have more than
quadrupled since NAFTA was implemented, growing from $11 billion in 1993 to
$43 billion in 2016. This accounted for 25% of all U.S. agricultural exports.
For every $1 of food and agricultural exports, another $1.27 is generated in business
activity.
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In 2018, the outlook for relatively weak prices for most major program crops and
continued lower net farm incomes compounds existing pressure on farmers
operating in the tight margin environment. The financial picture for the agricultural
sector as a whole depends on continued growth in domestic and foreign demand to
sustain prices at current modest levels.
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DISTRESSED DAIRY INDUSTRY

POSITION ISSUE: Distressed Dairy Industry
Dairy farmers continue to endure a period of prolonged economic distress. Through the
Bipartisan Budget Act Congress enacted several key improvements to bolster the dairy
Margin Protection Program (MPP) and other risk management options for producers which
provide the certainty needed for U.S. dairies to continue to produce milk and milk products.
AMERICAN AGRI-WOMEN REQUEST: Congress to address this critical situation by enacting
a new Farm Bill on time and make further reforms to strengthen the dairy Margin Protection
Program (MPP). Congress needs to pass immigration reform legislation to provide dairy
farmers with access to a legal workforce. AAW opposes the labeling of plant-based
beverages as being “milk” or “milk products”.
BACKGROUND OF ISSUE: Dairy farmers need access to a workable farm-labor program that
protects current workers and recognizes the unique year-round nature of dairy farming.
The importance of trade to dairy producers cannot be understated – one day’s worth of
domestic milk production during each week ends up in export markers. Our Dairy sector
should also have broader access to the Canadian Market. Canada’s Class 7 pricing program is
harmful to American dairy exports.
Defending real dairy products against imitators has been and ongoing focus. Dairy standards
exist to maintain the integrity of milk, yogurt, ice cream, sour cream and cheese that must be
made from real dairy, while many imitation products produced skirt the regulations so they
can be labeled using dairy terminology.
Changes Made to MPP and LGM in 2018:
• The catastrophic level of margin coverage offered at no cost has been raised to
$5/cwt., up from $4, on the first tier of a farm’s annual milk production history.
• The first tier of covered milk production history, benefitting from lower premium
rates, is now 5 million pounds, up from 4 million.
• The cost of premiums for buy-up coverage on the first tier has been cut by as
much as 70% from previous levels.
• The margin will be calculated on a monthly basis, rather than every two months.
• The $100 annual administrative fee will be waived for “underserved” farmers,
which includes veterans, women and minorities.
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•
•

The sign-up period for coverage decisions will re-open in 2018, giving farmers who
previously opted out of the MPP – or chose only to pay $100 for catastrophic
coverage – another opportunity to consider their options.
Congress removed the $20 million annual cap on the Livestock Gross Margin for
dairy (LGM-Dairy) program, allowing USDA to offer LGM enrollment to more
farmers, and creating additional insurance tools through the USDA’s Risk
Management Agency.
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AMERICAN AGRI-WOMEN

2018 FARM BILL
RECOMMENDATIONS
PUBLISHED JULY 2017
ISSUE: American Agri-Women (AAW) support a robust food and agriculture sector based on
ownership of private property because it leads to innovation and continual increases in production
to feed, clothe and provide fuel to our domestic population and much of the world. A Farm Bill is
needed for food security and national security as well as playing roles in maintaining a
positive trade balance in agriculture and sustaining rural economies throughout the U.S.

According to the Congressional
Budget Office (CBO), the 2014
Farm Bill was projected to result
in $24 billion in savings. As of
2017, the projection has been
revised to approximately $104
billion in savings. The federal
government’s role in subsidizing
crop insurance, for example,
resulted in an estimated $7 billion
savings in indemnities in the 2012
drought.
Given the work of the agricultural
sector to compromise on the 2014
Farm Bill that resulted in billions
saved, the 2018 Farm Bill
should begin at a level funding
rate and consider increasing for
necessary programs related to
animal and plant disease
prevention and control.
AMERICAN AGRI-WOMEN REQUESTS:
TITLE 2 CONSERVATION:
• Conservation incentives and compliance tied to conservation agreements not to crop
insurance or other programs.
• Prioritize highly erodible ground and areas for nutrient management for conservation
program funding.
• Provide technical assistance and funding through the Natural Resources Conservation
Service (NRCS) for design and installation of conservation practices.
• No new wetland reserve program acres.
• Oppose conservation easements in perpetuity and ensure that the rate for easements is less
than local cash rental rates so they do not increase the cost of production to farmers.
• Oppose easements or buyouts to nonprofit groups for large-scale wetland restoration that
removes agricultural land from local tax rolls and other local economic activity.
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AMERICAN AGRI-WOMEN

2018 FARM BILL
RECOMMENDATIONS
PUBLISHED JULY 2017

TITLE 3 TRADE:
•

Follow through with establishing a USDA Undersecretary for Trade as stated in the 2014
Farm Bill.

•

Support the Market Access Program (MAP).

•

Support the U.S. Trade Representative establishing a staff position for specialty crop trade
matters in the agricultural office.

•

Supplement the efforts of African countries to develop agri-food systems, specifically their
own university and extension services while enhancing U.S. research and extension.

TITLE 4 NUTRITION:
•

AAW recognizes that on average 70% of the funds in the Farm Bill are allocated to food
assistance programs. We support a nutrition program that encourages consumption of
healthy foods and a well-balanced diet.

•

Continue to allow nutrition program funding training for and usage at farmers markets.

•

Link nutrition program benefits to workfare (welfare to work), vocational training and
apprenticeship programs.

•

Expand pilot programs to allow medical doctors to prescribe foods from farmers’ markets
or diet changes for patients.

•

Support fresh fruits and veggies snack program in schools.

•

Support school lunch program including dairy, meats, fruits, grains and vegetables.

TITLE 5 CREDIT:
•

Expand new and beginning farmer loan and grant funds to include “Innovative Farmer”
funds for farmers who are attempting to diversify their cropping patterns to include directto-consumer sales.

•

Support individual and cooperative efforts by producers to improve income with processing
and marketing methods which add value to farm products while maintaining food safety.

•

Support data collection through the National Agriculture Statistics Service (NASS), Risk
Management Agency (RMA) and other agencies for the purposes of establishing program
targets and priorities.

American Agri-Women, PO Box 743, Colchester, VT 05446
www.americanagriwomen.org
Email: aaw@americanagriwomen.org
Phone: 586-530-1771

AMERICAN AGRI-WOMEN

2018 FARM BILL
RECOMMENDATIONS
PUBLISHED JULY 2017

TITLE 6 RURAL DEVELOPMENT:
•

Adequate funding to meet demand for rural water treatment systems (supplement and/or
complement USEPA infrastructure funding) and for water distribution systems.

•

Expand funding and eligibility requirements for rural broadband efforts to allow companies
to apply where more than two incumbent providers exist, review cost and quality factors as
part of application. Explore USDA allocating portion of Universal Access funds held by
Federal Communications Commission (FCC).

•

Establish micro-loans at low rates for infrastructure upgrades for farmers and cooperativeowned processors to comply with the Food Safety Modernization Act (FSMA).

TITLE 7 RESEARCH, EXTENSION AND RELATED MATTERS:
•

Redirect climate hub funding into research combating pests and diseases in all crops and
livestock.

•

Support research into food safety from farm to table.

•

Support research and implementation of minimum grade quality standards for fresh fruits,
vegetables and specialty crops that will improve product quality and meet consumer
expectations to enhance the growers’ competitive position. Conduct periodic review and
revision of federal grades and standards to better reflect conditions due to modern harvest
and marketing methods.

•
•
•

Expand on the authorization for the National Animal Health Laboratory Network.
Establish a new research focus on automation of the specialty crop industry.
Establish a network of clean plant centers to ensure nurseries can continue to provide safe,
virus-free plant materials for orchards, vineyards and other growers.
Research to develop alternate/new for commercial food, fiber and energy uses.

•
•

Research on plant-based feeds and the regulatory structure for an offshore aquaculture
industry in the U.S.

TITLE 8 FORESTRY:
Continue helpful provisions from the 2014 Farm Bill including:
•

Good Neighbor Authority,

•

Repeal of the Appeals Reform Act,

•

Forest Roads language,

•

Expanded Healthy Forest Restoration Act (HFRA) Categorical Exclusion,

•

Reauthorization of Stewardship Contract authority,
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AMERICAN AGRI-WOMEN

2018 FARM BILL
RECOMMENDATIONS
PUBLISHED JULY 2017

TITLE 8 FORESTRY - CONTINUED:
•

Fire Liability in Stewardship Contracts, and

•

Designation by Prescription.

TITLE 9 ENERGY:
•

Support a national energy policy that includes a Renewable Fuels Standard (RFS) for all
transportation fuels, promotes use of bioheat in homes, and less dependence on foreign oil.

•

Support Rural Energy Assistance Program (REAP) through Rural Development and allow
equal eligibility to family-owned farms regardless of business structure.

•

Support and promote alternative uses of all grain and related by-products produced in the
United States.

TITLE 10 SPECIALTY CROPS AND HORTICULTURE:
•
•
•
•
•

Maximize funding for Specialty Crop Block grants for state-driven priorities such as
marketing, food safety, and nutrition initiatives; and the Specialty Crop Research Initiative.
Providing technical assistance to producers for compliance with the Food Safety
Modernization Act (FSMA).
Scale back programs promoting organic production over other types of production.
Increase fruits, vegetables and specialty crops for consumption in federal food programs.
Continue education for the consumption of U.S.-grown produce, which provides
tremendous health and economic benefits to both consumers and growers.

TITLE 11 CROP INSURANCE:
•

Provide coverage based on current crop history and is administered by the private sector;

•

Decouple crop insurance coverage from conservation compliance;

•

Provide affordably priced, adequate crop insurance coverage, which is actuarially sound and
voluntary, in all regions of the country;

•

Require participation for eligibility in government crop disaster programs;

•

Expand funding for the crop insurance to allow the range of agricultural commodities and
food crops to receive protection for farmers and growers that pay their premiums.

•

Enforce crop insurance regulations to prevent abuse of the program.

•

Recognize private insurers must preserve capital for possible future payouts to producers.
We support the transparency of all crop insurance companies.
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AMERICAN AGRI-WOMEN

2018 FARM BILL
RECOMMENDATIONS
PUBLISHED JULY 2017

TITLE 12 MISCELLANEOUS:
•

Support grants to nonprofits and Extension, not just to cooperatives, to provide educational
programming for new and socially-disadvantaged farmers.

•

Establish a Foot and Mouth Disease (FMD) vaccine bank and policies for disease
surveillance. (suggest shifting the $150 Million/year from USDA Organic program to fund
these efforts).

•

Establish programming to develop and support next generation farmers and scientists.

•

Consider shifting responsibility for H2A Visa application processing to the USDA; expand
H2A Visa eligibility to include dairy farms.
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April 26, 2018
Dear Members of the House of Representatives:
Over the past three years the House Agriculture Committee has conducted numerous hearings
and listening sessions throughout the country to talk about priorities for the 2018 Farm Bill. One
consistent theme from these meetings was “do no harm to crop insurance.” Yet as we approach
floor action on the Farm Bill, we may see amendments that would do significant harm to crop
insurance and to rural America.
As you consider the 2018 Farm Bill on the House floor, we urge you to oppose harmful
amendments to crop insurance, including those that would 1) reduce or limit participation
in crop insurance, 2) make insurance more expensive for farmers during a time of
economic downturn in agriculture, or 3) harm private-sector delivery.
Crop insurance is a unique risk management tool available to farmers and ranchers. First, crop
insurance policies are available for more than 120 individual crops across the country, and the
recent development of Whole Farm Revenue (WFR) insurance makes coverage available to all
crops, in all regions and for all types of farms.
Crop insurance is also purchased by farmers, and farmers must prove that they have met a
deductible (minimum loss threshold) to be eligible for a payment for a portion of their loss. On
average, farmers collectively spend $3.5 to $4 billion per year out of their own pockets for crop
insurance coverage, and the average deductible is approximately 25% of the expected value of
the crop.
Finally, instead of placing the entire risk for crop insurance on the American taxpayer – like ad
hoc disaster assistance does - crop insurance shares risk between the taxpayer, farmers and the
private sector delivery system.
There is no shortage of reasons why farmers, lenders, agriculture input organizations,
conservation groups and others have expressed strong support for crop insurance.
•

•
•
•
•

Without crop insurance most producers simply could not qualify for the operating loans
they need to put a crop in the ground. Due to extremely tight margins in agriculture,
regulators examining agriculture lending portfolios typically insist borrowers have crop
insurance.
Crop insurance is available to all types and sizes of producers in all regions.
Crop insurance provides for environmental benefits. Crop insurance requires producers
to meet wetlands protections and highly erodible lands protections to be eligible for a
premium discount.
Crop insurance is a rapid response solution to disasters. Private sector delivery typically
allows farmers who have losses and have met their deductible to receive indemnity
payments in less than thirty days, while ad hoc disaster can take months or even years.
Crop insurance protects jobs, both on and off the farm. Crop insurance enables farmers
to rebound quickly after a disaster and allows producers to pay credit obligations and
other input expenses, such as fertilizer and farm equipment.

Crop insurance is food and fiber security insurance, and food and fiber security is national
security. Given the importance of crop insurance, the undersigned organizations urge you to
support America’s farmers, ranchers, rural economies and national security by opposing
amendments that would harm crop insurance.
Sincerely,
Agricultural Retailers Association
American Agri-Women
American Association of Crop Insurers
American Bankers Association
American Farm Bureau Federation
American Farmland Trust
American Insurance Association
American Malting Barley Association
American Seed Trade Association
American Sesame Growers Association
American Society of Farm Managers and Rural
Appraisers
American Soybean Association
American Sugar Alliance
American Sugarbeet Growers Association
Association of Equipment Manufacturers
Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies
Biotechnology Innovation Organization
California Association of Winegrape Growers
Corn Refiners Association
Crop Insurance and Reinsurance Bureau
Crop Insurance Professionals Association
Ducks Unlimited
Farm Credit Council
Florida Sugar Cane League
Independent Community Bankers of America
Independent Insurance Agents & Brokers of America
National Association of Conservation Districts
National Association of Mutual Insurance Companies
National Association of Professional Insurance
Agents
National Association of State Departments of
Agriculture
National Association of Wheat Growers
National Barley Growers Association
National Corn Growers Association
National Cotton Council
National Council of Farmer Cooperatives
National Crop Insurance Services
National Farmers Union
National Grain and Feed Association
National Milk Producers Federation
National Oilseed Processors Association
National Peach Council
National Potato Council
National Rural Lenders Association
National Sorghum Producers

National Sunflower Association
Panhandle Peanut Growers Association
Pheasants Forever
Property Casualty Insurers Association of America
Reinsurance Association of America
Rio Grande Valley Sugar Growers
Rural & Agriculture Council of America
Southern Peanut Farmers Federation
Southwest Council of Agribusiness
Specialty Crop Farm Bill Alliance
The Fertilizer Institute
Theodore Roosevelt Conservation Partnership
United Fresh Produce Association
US Apple Association
US Canola Association
US Dry Bean Council
US Rice Producers Association
USA Dry Pea & Lentil Council
USA Rice Federation
Western Growers Association
Western Peanut Growers Association
Women Involved in Farm Economics

AMERICAN AGRI-WOMEN
2018
FORESTRY

POSITION ISSUE: Active forestry management offers a win-win solution for improving the
health of our national forests and elimination of overreaching regulations can invigorate our
economy.
AMERICAN AGRI-WOMEN REQUESTS: Congress reverse the trend of increasing percentage
of the Forest Service budget devoted to fire suppression costs; eliminate the need for “fire
borrowing;” and increase funds for proactive forest management that will reduce potential
for catastrophic fires
Congress and the DOI review and terminate the current overbearing regulations; for the
approval of responsible management and use of natural resources. We ask for Congressional
reform of the Endangered Species Act to protect our forests and to eliminate regulations
that are not driven by precise and valid scientific studies.
Congress provide stable funding to the Forest Service Rocky Mountain Region (RMR);
Forest Service fill vacancies; fill the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) pipeline;
and increase timber sale program levels and outputs.
Congress continue to increase Hazardous Fuels funding with adequate allocations by region
(Ex. Fuels treatment needs on the Black Hills National Forest).
BACKGROUND OF ISSUE: Under the influence of “protections of species” in the
Endangered Species Act, National Forests and millions of acres of private land have been
allocated for species and species habitat;
• The economic impact of our timber industry being severely reduced or completely
shut down has resulted in thousands of job loss and whole communities to
disappear.
• Fire Suppressants: Forest Service (FS) budgets are based on a 10-year rolling average
of fire suppression costs. As costs have increased, funding has increased from 13%
in FY91 to more than 50% of FS budget in FY15, thereby reducing funding to all
other programs including proactive forest management that could lead to fewer fires.
• Fire Borrowing: When actual fire suppression costs exceed the budget, the FS is
forced to “borrow” funds from other resource programs. “Fire borrowing”
withdraws funding from project implementation, disrupts programs and distracts
from on-the-ground implementation.
• Rocky Mountain Range (RMR): The RMR is ‘ground zero’ for insect epidemics, but
the dead trees have limited ‘shelf life.’ They need to be harvested while they have
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value and before they lead to catastrophic fires. The region has seen a resurgence of
at least four forest products companies since 2012 that have met or exceeded RMR
Forest Management Program Targets for sales. Increasing targets is feasible and
necessary for forest health and economic viability in the region.
• The millions of acres of dead and down trees in the RMR have the potential to
contribute to catastrophic fires. Timber sales that remove dead and dying trees from
the forests are the most cost-effective fuels treatment available to the Forest Service.
There is still, however, a need for additional Hazardous Fuels Treatments to reduce
the risk of catastrophic fires that could be devastating to people, communities, forest
management, and other resources. The 4% increase in the FY2017 Omnibus
Appropriations Bill was a step in the right direction.
• Require Environmental Policy Act to provide additional categorical exclusions,
alternative dispute resolution, bonding requirements and alternative ESA
(Endangered Species Act) consultation procedures.
• Actively managed forests play an important role in climate’s change. A healthy tree
can absorb 10 pounds of carbon in a year from the atmosphere. The best sequesters
of carbon are healthy growing trees. Old and decaying trees release carbon back into
the atmosphere and become part of the carbon problem. Timber owners are able to
market carbon credits. The removal of woody biomass and saw logs would make
materials available to be used for generating electricity, biodiesel, bio-ethanol, or
other heavy fuel oils and aid in carbon sequestration. It is not economically feasible
to remove woody biomass without the removal of the traditional saw log.
Restoration Forestry is the most effective tool to accomplish forest health
restoration and reduce wildfires. This includes harvesting trees, storing carbon in
wood products and actively replanting trees.
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2018
INFRASTRUCTURE

POSITION ISSUE: AAW supports investment in the range of infrastructure needed to build
U.S. intellectual, social and commercial capacity. Specific recommendations include
modernizing our transportation infrastructure, investing in research and commercialization
of intellectual property, building telecommunications to the last mile, and maintaining
facilities to provide water and energy needs.
AMERICAN AGRI-WOMEN REQUEST: Congress support funding for modernizing
transportation infrastructure for all modes of transportation. Specifically, fund the backlog
of 25 critical inland waterways projects, an $8.75 billion total federal investment as well as
applying the Harbor Maintenance Trust Fund’s $9 billion surplus for dredging and other
waterway maintenance.
Congress support efforts to improve telecommunications, specifically data access and
efficiency for Precision Agriculture delivery in rural areas: standardize the Connect America
Phase II application, fee, and approval processes across agencies to facilitate timely
review/approval processes. Less than 50% (37% according to Farm Credit) of rural America
has access to speeds equivalent to metropolitan areas. Addressing this gap would allow the
implementation of modern farming technology, provide expected and necessary services to
encourage younger generations to return to rural communities, offer learning opportunities
for rural education comparable to urban peers, and facilitate access to health care services
not often provided in these areas. While the High-Cost Universal Service Fund (USF) is a
key component, the USF alone cannot overcome the digital divide.
Congress immediately reaffirms the initial, established purpose of the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers and the Bureau of Reclamation. The purposes of flood control, navigation and
irrigation projects have served both the government and the economic development efforts
of this country.
Congress support funding and technical assistance to transmit land grant universities’
research discoveries into commercial ventures in rural areas in addition to funding deferred
maintenance at land-grant universities.
Congress support efforts to streamline agency planning, review and permitting processes
through bills such as H.R. 875 – Bureau of Reclamation Water Project Streamlining Act to
facilitate and streamline the Bureau of Reclamation
process for creating or expanding water storage, rural water supply, and water recycling
projects under Reclamation law, and for other purposes.
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Congress support efforts to establish sustainable funding streams for needed public
investments while recognizing constraints unique to rural applicants. Support concepts like
using the diesel fuel user fee for the Inland Waterways Trust Fund for construction of new
projects and H.R. 1647 – Water Infrastructure Trust Fund to allow private companies to add
optional labels where $.03 per product sale will accrue in the trust fund to support EPA’s
Clean Water State Revolving Funds for investing in safe drinking water and water treatment
systems and processes.
•

•

57% of the locks and dams on the nation’s inland waterways system have exceeded
their economic design life expectancy. Construction of new 1200-foot locks and
maintaining existing 600-foot locks on the Upper MS and IL waterways is long
overdue.
AAW supports all telecommunications as part of the needed infrastructure.

•

AAW supports federal resources to build out fiber-based and wireless
telecommunications (line of sight and satellite) at speeds equivalent to metropolitan
areas for support of rural development.

•

AAW supports keeping the Internet as a means of open communication.

•

AAW supports a full range of ownership of telecommunications infrastructure,
including entrepreneurs, corporations, cooperatives, municipalities and other units of
local government.

•

AAW supports federal funding for any requirements mandated by the federal
government to upgrade first responder and local law enforcement technology.
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AGRICULTURE LABOR & IMMIGRATION

POSITION ISSUE: Much of the agriculture industry is labor intensive and dependent on
immigrant labor. There is a shortage of agriculture labor. Growers are seeking help from
government to streamline and improve available visa programs, modify the E-Verify
program to work in concert with agriculture labor visas, and develop bi-partisan immigration
policies that stabilize the current workforce, providing work authorization and incentives to
continue performing work in agriculture
AMERICAN AGRI-WOMEN REQUEST: Congress to ensure a reliable, lawful agricultural
workforce; to support an improved future agricultural visa program; to bring workers in as
needed; and to keep in place the skilled workforce that is already here. Requiring the current
undocumented employees to depart the country prior to obtaining lawful presence and
authorization to work in agriculture is an unworkable solution for farmers and their workers.
Protection from deportation for immediate family who are present should also be provided.
A proposal that puts family members at risk of deportation is not a viable solution.
We do not believe that an agricultural worker visa program should be artificially capped.
After all, employers are obligated to seek and hire any qualified and available U.S. workers
first. A cap simply places an artificial limit on American agricultural production. If a cap is
placed on the number of agricultural worker visas, the cap needs to reflect the need, and
have flexible mechanism for upward adjustment. Also, there needs to be a provision to
allow for the Secretary of Agriculture to determine if there is a need to waive or raise the cap
in an emergency situation. Perishable crops are often at risk in a labor shortage.
In addition to streamlining and improving available visa options, we would advocate for the
USDA to handle visas for agricultural workers rather than the DOL based on the premise
that USDA would understand the seasonal variations and time-sensitive nature of the variety
of needs.
BACKGROUND OF ISSUE: The current Agricultural Visa Program (H-2A) is bureaucratic and
complicated. The processes involved often lead to harmful delays. The current program is
not available or does not work well for many farmers and farm sectors. The current program
does not allow for flexibility with contracts, such as when a certain crop is destroyed and the
worker must be moved to a different location. Also, enforcement only programs like
mandatory E-Verify without programs that provide a legal and reliable workforce would
have a devastating impact on rural economies across America.
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•

•

•
•

In response to labor uncertainties, an increasing number of growers have turned to
the H-2A program. The need is so great that the number of H-2A workers has
doubled in the past five years, despite the fact H-2A is complicated, expensive and
increasingly unreliable.
The three primary agencies involved – Department of Labor (DOL), US Citizenship
and Immigration Services (USCIS), and Department of State (DOS) are often
unable to meet the demand for workers in a timely manner due to capacity
problems.
The National Council of Agricultural Employers found an average delay of 22 days
in 2010 which could result in loss of a perishable crop at harvest time.
Mandatory E-Verify without reforming our broader immigration system would result
in loss of workforce and agricultural output – our domestic food supply.
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PROPERTY & PROPERTY RIGHTS

FOR OUR COUNTRY TO REMAIN SECURE,
AGRICULTURE MUST REMAIN VITAL

POSITION ISSUE: Influenced by “environmental” groups that openly and publicly oppose
the use of natural resources for any purpose by agriculture, mining or timber, Federal and
state agencies are imposing increasingly damaging regulations upon agriculture and natural
resource occupations. Non-elected agency bureaucrats are defining regulations and enforcing
action without Congressional oversight; these regulations (and the overreaching arm of the
federal agencies) are in disregard of Constitutional guarantees under the Bill of Rights: the
right to own property1, the right to assemble2, and freedom from unreasonable search and
seizures3. Americans deserve a government that adheres to the will of Congress, takes
economic impacts into account and respects our freedoms. AAW expects members of
Congress to honor their promise to uphold the Constitution of the United States to protect
the people.4
AMERICAN AGRI-WOMEN REQUEST In that,
 U.S. farmers and ranchers provide a safe and abundant food supply for America and
the world in a healthy environment;
 a domestic food, fuel and fiber supply must be the basis of our national security;
 the future well-being of the world depends upon modern, progressive production
capabilities and practices of U.S. agriculture;
 best management practices of sustainable agriculture (including silviculture, forestry,
hydroponics and aquaculture) produce safe, high-quality food and products that
improve the land and environment, and that
 the growth and development of these resources has, since the founding of this
nation, been relegated to farmers and ranchers who developed and protected them
through the encouragement and mandates of the Federal Government,
then, if our country is to remain secure, agriculture must remain vital. The survival of our
country is dependent upon the production of food and energy and then, is dependent upon
a healthy use of our natural resources.
AAW asks for the support of the USDA, the DOI, and Congress for review and termination
of current overbearing regulations; for the approval of responsible management and use of
natural resources with the inclusion of agriculture activities. We ask for Congressional
reform of the Endangered Species Act to protect property rights that will work with land
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owners, and to eliminate regulations that are not driven by precise and valid scientific
studies; we ask for the removal of the use of martial weapons by non-police agencies.
BACKGROUND OF ISSUE: Under the guise of “protections of species” in the Endangered
Species Act, rangeland and millions of acres of private property have been ‘taken’ for species
and species habitat; 1 Behind the mask of saving the desert tortoise, the Bureau of Land
Management have imprisoned ranchers and confiscated property; 2 The ownership of
animals, both farm and pets - the vital and humane husbandry of animals - has become
targeted by animal rights’ activists and the animals taken and/or destroyed; 3 And for the
favor of a fish, water that has been promised to farmers, developed by federal and state tax
monies, and assessed payments for, has been withdrawn.
Hard-working, law-abiding landowners have been fined, litigated, jailed and murdered; they
have lost their means of livelihood and personal property, and hundreds of thousands of
acres of land have been pilfered from citizen ownership or restricted in its use. Those
responsible have not been held to accountability.
Major Impacts on Property and Property Rights:
Regulatory Outreach: AAW believes that government agencies that are using decisionmaking powers to affect natural resource communities and industries need to be held
accountable for their decisions and actions. There should be: specific timetables, timely
efficiency reports, analysis of public and private costs of implementation, balancing of harms
and benefits using peer-reviewed science and economics, and analysis of the effect of nomanagement actions (i.e. increased loss of lives and property due to wildfires).
Rule Makers Must Follow the Rules: No unelected, unaccountable bureaucrat can
enforce any rule without first submitting the rule to Congress for review. Agencies’ refusing
to follow the law threatens property owners, small businesses, and the environment; it
deteriorates the trust of the American people.
Endangered Species Act Reform: AAW supports Proposed Rules to Revise ESA in
improved precision in listing, delisting, and downlisting endangered and potentially
endangered species, to prevent unjustified takings of property and loss of personal revenue
to farmers and ranchers.
Climate Change: A lack of international consensus of man-made global warming warns of
a huge economic disadvantage when implemented regulations fall on U.S. farmers and
ranchers (and industry) in the absence of the rest of the nations.
1

“…Nor shall private property be taken for public use, without just compensation.” 5 th Amendment.

2 “Congress

shall make no law …abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people to
peaceably assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.” 1st Amendment.
3 “The right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, papers, and effects, against unreasonable searches and
seizures shall not be violated” 4th Amendment.
4 Article 6: “The Senators and Representatives before mentioned…shall be bound by Oath or Affirmation, to support
this Constitution…”
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