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2018 AAW Legislative Fly-In attendees included 46 members and eight Legacy kids.

2018 LEGISLATIVE FLY-IN FULL OF SURPRISES
By Karolyn Zurn, First Vice-President

2018 Legislative Fly-In to Washington, D.C. was full of unique experiences and surprises.
We were happy to welcome several new attendees. Ruth Jensen, Fly-In Chair, and the rest
of the Fly-In team worked hard to make it a lasting experience and one that will draw
these attendees back next year.
AAW has so many members that are
very well connected in D.C. and those
connections and friendships lend opportunities for us to visit so many of the
agencies. AAW gives a big thank you to
those women.
Several of those who planned to
attend were caught up with bad weather
and plane cancellations that prevented
them from getting in on time for the
orientation on Sunday afternoon. Our
speaker, Meagan, was one of those. We
were disappointed but does any event
ever flow seamlessly? But, we make do
and moved on. We still had 46 members
and eight Legacy Kids attend.
As I said, “Does any event not have a
few glitches?” Mother Nature also affected us during our Sunday evening tour.

Viewing the monuments is more difficult
in the rain but we enjoyed the companionship under umbrellas and rain slickers.
Again, Ruth Jensen did a great job narrating points on agriculture surrounding and
corresponding with the monuments. We
visited the Lincoln Memorial, Korean War,
Vietnam War and the Thomas Jefferson
Memorials. Some of us went to view the
World War II Memorial later.
Monday Morning, June 4th, we were off
to the USDA at the Jamie Whitten Building where AAW hosted the 28th Annual
Symposium titled “Ag Trade: Critical for
Agriculture, Critical for the U.S.” Speakers were: Shawna Morris, Vice President
Trade Policy, National Milk Producers
Federation; Sharon Bomer Lauritsen,
Assistant U.S. Trade Representative for
FLY-IN, continued on page 4 

“Ladybugs on wheat: A sign of good luck,”
by Samantha Johnston of Minco, Okla.

JOHNSTON IS MAY
PHOTO CONTEST
WINNER

Thanks to all the photographers who submitted images
for the Ag Day 365. “Food: How
It’s Made” is the theme for the
monthly contest on Facebook.
Samantha Johnston was
randomly selected as the May
photo contest winner with her
photo, “Ladybugs on wheat: A
AG DAY 365, continued on page 3 
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Fly-In was full of unique experiences
and surprises.

AAW presented Champion of Agriculture awards at Fly-In.

AAW Convention scheduled for
November 15-18 in Springfield, IL.

PRESIDENT’S REPORT
WOW!! I am still processing all that
we learned from our 2018 Fly-in! There
were some very special moments at this
year’s Fly-In and I left DC very hopeful in
facing the challenges which lay ahead
for our industry. THANK YOU to everyone who’s planning brought about
such a successful event. I particularly
enjoyed the Symposium, the diverse
speakers, legislative reception and our
visit to the Department of the Interior.
Ruth Jensen and I are already starting to
work on next year’s preliminary plans,
so please e-mail if you have any suggestions.
Legislatively, AAW has been very
active this year. Karolyn Zurn as First
Vice President of Resolutions and Vital
Issues has been very busy working with
the Executive Board to secure approvals so AAW can weigh in on a wide
spectrum of issues such as the Farm
Bill, Product Labeling, and many others.
Please be sure to see her report in The
Voice. Thank you to the Chairs, Coordinators, and Leads that make this an
efficient process.
Soon it will be summer, and even
with the hustle of the season around
each of our farms and businesses,
your Executive Committee will be hard
at work! Here are some of the many
things that we are doing.
Over the Road Advocacy Project
A Fortune 100 Business that is
owned by US Ag Cooperatives, farmers,
and Ranchers is currently in discussions
with American Agri-Women to place
wraps on trucks that showcase and

educate the general public about agriculture. I am hopeful that trucks will be
hitting the road by the end of the year
and that the program will soon expand
to other states. Committee members
include Deb Whalen, Karolyn Zurn,
Doris Mold, Jenny Stelmach, Lynn Woolf
and myself.
Farmer Stress Act Project
For those who joined AAW in Saint
Louis at Mid-Year, you know membership supported my request for the
organization to work on the Farmer
Stress issue as my platform for the
duration of my presidency. At the
Fly-In, I gave a presidential recognition
award to Representative Tom Emmer
from Minnesota for his work on this
issue. Congressman Emmer is the lead
sponsor for Stemming the Tide of Rural
Economic Stress and Suicide (STRESS)
Act (H.R. 5259) which would reauthorize
the Farm and Ranch Stress Assistance
network (FRSAN) to make mental health
treatment more available for farmers,
ranchers, and agricultural workers. This
appropriation take place through the
Farm Bill, however even if the farm bill
is passed tomorrow it would take some
time for the money to get out into rural
America. Why? Grants and Requests
for Proposals (RFP) would have to be
written and awarded for each state.
This takes time, and time is one thing
we do not have with farmers committing suicide at five time the national
average. This is where I feel the members of American Agri-Women could
provide service to our communities by

providing knowledge and directions on
where to locate existing resources until
the permanent program are funded, in
place, and functioning. I am hoping to
have everything in place to do a hard
launch by Labor Day. Doris Mold, Lynn
Woolf, Jean Goslin, Jenny Stelmach, and
I will be conferencing soon on how we
will work with sponsors to provide the
support needed to implement this program. Please stay tuned.
Membership & New Affiliates
If you were at Fly-In you heard the
desire to start or renew affiliates in the
states of Pennsylvania, Florida, and
Nevada this summer! Very Exciting. Additionally, the Membership committee
under Karolyn Zurn has been very busy
updating our “Pillars” marketing piece
and a New Membership Brochure. I
would like to give a big thank you to Lisa
Campion for updating our database.
To assist in this regard, the Executive
Committee is calling and reaching out
to every one of our affiliates across the
country to update information for our
directory as well as for our communication outreach. Expect a call this
summer. The membership committee
is also putting the final touches on a
Membership Drive with INCENTIVES!!
Stay tuned for more details to be released soon.
Sigma Alpha
Sigma Alpha and the American
Agri-Women Foundation have been
working with Jane Marshall on several fronts. The Foundation and Sigma
Alpha are offering scholarships to Sigma
PRESIDENT, continued on page 3 
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 PRESIDENT, continued from page 2

Alpha members for AAW Fly-In and
Convention. Jane is also working with
Sigma Alpha to start to establish Collegiate Affiliates throughout the country.
We will look for an update from her at
Convention.
Outreach Events
At the end of June, Jean Goslin,
AAW Vice President of Education will
be heading to Portland Maine (ME)
for the National Ag in the Classroom
Conference. This year the Conference
is entitled “Agriculture for ME on Land
and Sea”. A big thank you for Sue
Crum for stepping in and assisting
Jean with the Conference.
In October Jean Goslin and I will be
representing AAW at the 91st National
FFA Convention and Expo in Indianapolis. The theme for this year is “Just
One.” Their website states the following “ Just One embodies the idea that
our FFA experience were powerful
because we took Just One change and
stepped out of our comfort zones. We
hope to encourage members to take
Just One risk. Just One step. Just One

moment of courage. We are capable
of shaping the future of agriculture,
our homes, communities and the United States of America, when we believe
in the power of Just One!”
Convention
The Executive Committee is working on finishing the bylaw changes for
convention which we did not address
last year during the Board of Directors
Meeting. Additionally, we will soon be
starting the election process, and putting the final touches on the convention to be held in Springfield, Illinois
titled “Create Your Future- Lead the
Field.” Please clear your calendar for
November 15-18th so you may join us
and enjoy a very informative fun filled
convention.
Please enjoy
your summer,
Sincerely,

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
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President
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 AG DAY 365, continued from page 1

sign of good luck.” Samantha is from
Minco, Okla. Check out her other
photos: https://www.facebook.com/
farmwifephoto/.
Now, it’s your turn: Send your
photos to social@americanagriwomen.org to be entered into our monthly
contest, which runs through October.
Entrants will be entered into a pool
each month for randomly drawn
mystery prize packets, filled with cool
Ag Day 365 swag, gift cards and other

GENERAL
INFORMATION

goodies.
This promotion is open to those
18 and over who reside in the United
States. Void where prohibited. This
promotion is in no way associated
with, administered by, or endorsed by
Facebook. Limit 1 photo per entrant
per month. By entering, you release
your photos to be used as a part of
American Agri-Women and Ag Day
365 promotional and marketing purposes.

AAW Website: americanagriwomen.org
AAW General E-mail: aaw@americanagriwomen.org
The VOICE is published quarterly by American Agri-Women as a service to
members. For more info, contact Jenny Stelmach, VP Communications.
Submission deadlines: March 10, June 10, September 10, December 10.

Secretary
4009 Douglas Avenue
Des Moines, IA 50310
319-212-1646
secretary@americanagriwomen.org

KATIE YOST

Treasurer
211 Sugar Ave.
Billings, MT 59101
406-855-1393
treasurer@americanagriwomen.org

DORIS MOLD

Past President
PO Box 1075
Cumberland, WI 54829
612-414-7574
pastpresident@americanagriwomen.org

STAY CONNECTED WITH US!
Facebook: American Agri-Women
Instagram: @americanagriwomen
Twitter: @women4ag
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 FLY-IN, continued from page 1

Agricultural Affairs and Commodity
Policy; Jim Perdue, Chairman of Perdue
Farms and Dr. Janet E. Collins, Executive
Vice President Science and Regulatory Affairs for CropLife America. This
extraordinary list of speakers and our
extraordinary Past Presidents who
arranged and planned the Symposium
were very impressive.
We then proceeded to lunch with
the American Petroleum Institute. Tara
Smith, Director, External Mobilization,
did a great job finding just the right
people to speak on The Policy and
Politics of Trade. They were Dr. Aaron
Padilla, Senior Advisor for International
Policy, and Khary I. Cauthehen, Senior
Director of Federal Relations. To everyone’s surprise we learned that with
trade issues we are so connected with
the gifts our earth supplies us through
agriculture, oil, and minerals.
Our EPA visit was the best it has
been in many years. I can honestly say
that our new administration brought
agriculture some great gifts. Speakers
were Daisy C. Letendre, Senior Advisor
of Policy and Strategic Communications; Hema Subramanian, Acting Special Assistant for Agriculture Policy and
Mandy Gunasekara, Principle Deputy
Assistant Administrator in Office of Air
and Radiation.
Our Embassy visit this year was
hampered by construction on the
Korean Visitors Center. The room was
smaller than normal but the presentation given by Adam Wojciechowicz,
Public Affairs Specialist for the Korean
Cultural Center at the Embassy of the
Republic of Korea, made up for the
inconvenience.
On Tuesday, June 5th, we returned
to the USDA Jamie Whitten Building
for a great Round Table session pertaining to several facets of agriculture,
including the Farm Bill. Speakers were:
Stephen Censky, U.S. Deputy Secretary
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of Agriculture; Hubert Hamer, Administrator, National Agricultural Statistics
Service (NASS); Kevin Shea, Administrator of Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) and Ted Kenney,
Under Secretary of Foreign Agriculture
Service (FSA).
At noon some of us already had Hill
appointments and others stayed at
the USDA Building for a luncheon and
informative speaker Craig Regelbrugge, National Co-chair, Ag Coalition for
Immigration Reform and Senior Vice
President of AmericanHort.
After Hill visits, AAW hosted our
33rd Congressional Reception in the
Longworth House Building, where we
hosted our legislators, sponsors and
other associates. This is when the
Champion of Agriculture Awards are
given. This year recipients were Congressman James Comer of Kentucky
and Congressman Steve Pearce of
New Mexico, both men so worthy of
these awards. Also this year, President
Jeanette Lombardo gave special recognition to Congressman Tom Emmer
of Minnesota because of his strong
devotion to finally get the STRESS ACT
funded for rural America. The increase
in depression and suicides is an alarm
that agriculture is dealing with in tough
times.
Wednesday morning, we had a
real treat. Past President Karen Yost
was able to arrange for us a visit to
the United States Department of the
Interior. We were greeted with enthusiasm by Tim Williams, Deputy Director
of External Affairs and Todd M. Wynn,
Director, Office of Intergovernmental
and External Affairs. These men were
very open with us and discussed many
changes that were in the making to
help agriculture and protect property
rights. We all agreed after our visit that
is was the most heart lifting visit to the
Department of Interior we have had in
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years and most of us grinning from ear
to ear.
The White Papers we took to D.C.
to share with our Legislators did not
fall on deaf ears and fit right in with the
needs of the expected Farm Bill. They
were: Distressed Dairy Industry, Agriculture Trade, Forestry, Infrastructure,
and Labor & Immigration and Property
Rights. We also had in hand the Farm
Bill Wish list prepared by the Farm Bill
Committee.

LEGACY REPORT
By Jackson Zurn

Hi my name is Jackson Zurn. I live
near Callaway Minnesota on the Zurn
family farm. This year I attended the
annual Fly-In with American Agri-Women. I flew in with my mother Erica Zurn
and my grandmother Karolyn Zurn.
I thought the orientation was
nice because I got to meet American
Agri-Women from across the nation.
I also liked listening to the American
Agri-Women discuss the Farm Bill and
other agricultural issues.
I enjoyed seeing the monuments
especially the Lincoln and World War
II memorials. I thought the history
behind them was interesting. I also
liked learning how they are related to
agriculture.
Even though going to the meetings wasn’t as thrilling as I thought it
would be. I did enjoy meeting all the
Minnesota state representatives and
senators. I also enjoyed seeing the
Minnesota state representatives and
senators receive the information the
Minnesota Agri-Women gave them.
These are the main parts of my trip
to Washington DC. Yes, I had some
free time and saw some museums. I
think the trip as a whole was an experience to remember.

POLICY NEVER ENDS
Policy never ends. Just as I think we
have a lull in AAW’s participation with
legislative issues, the next round of
emails and asks come to us from various agriculture groups and coalitions. I
am very thankful we have a wide range
of policy positions and very qualified
women within our organization to write
them and defend them. Throughout
these last 6 months AAW has added
comment, signed onto and really gotten
behind certain Op-Eds. Many of them
concern the writing of the 2018 Farm
Bill, others with a wide variety of issues.
For those of you new to AAW and
those of you wanting a little more information on how we decide to participate
in policy issues, we would like to review
the process for you.
Usually the First VP is on the email
list of many agriculture coalition
groups. As these coalitions and commodity groups are concerned over
certain legislation or vacant legislation
they will prepare letters to our legislators concerning those issues and
then in turn come to us to be involved
by signing on to these letters or using
that information for letters of our own.
We, as an organization, do both. For
instance, these past few months we
have joined other agriculture groups on
defending crop insurance in the Farm
Bill. Several times we issued letters
asking congress to defend agriculture
against harmful amendments concerning crop insurance. Our decision on
“how best to proceed with these issues”
are outlined in our AAW Policy Book or
our Farm Bill White Paper. After these
documents are voted on by the executive committee we sign as American
Agri-Women and send out.
Other important issues concerning
agriculture included; Forestry and the
need to maintain healthy forests with
sustainable practices, Emergency pest

By Karolyn Zurn, First Vice President

situations that arise and need the immediate application of Methyl Bromide
under Montreal Protocol, the need to
repeal the overreaching Waters of the
US (WOTUS) bill and codify the definition of “navigable waters,” Delay the
2015 Ozone Rule, Immigration Reform
asking for a better process regarding a
reliable work force.
Another source to issue our message is through Op-Ed’s, Letters to the
Editors in local and national newspapers and journals. A couple we issued
were concerning the Census of Agriculture and our responsibility and or
opportunity to shape the future. Very
few individuals know that by filling out

the census and including all farmers,
spouses and beginning farmers give
credence to farm numbers. Our Farm Bill
is based around the farm numbers. Why
should congress write a Farm Bill for just
a few farmers? We need the numbers.
Another Op-Ed was based on the
negotiation of NAFTA and the need for
the Administration to protect Investor-State Dispute Settlement (ISDS).
ISDS enforcement is a core element to
protect the United States against the
theft, discrimination and unfair treatment of U.S. property overseas. It is
also important to ensuring continued
U.S. energy security and protecting millions of American jobs.
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CHAMPIONS FOR AGRICULTURE
American Agri-Women (AAW) proudly presented the 2018 Champion of
Agriculture Award to very deserving individuals in Congress during the annual
June Fly-In in Washington, D.C.
AAW was honored to present Representative James Comer of Kentucky
and Representative Steve Pearce of
New Mexico with our most prestigious
Champion of Agriculture award. This
award was initiated in 2010 to recognized members of Congress who
have displayed exemplary courage in
presenting and supporting legislation
which promotes American agriculture,
rural American lifestyles and the United
States Constitution. This is a non-partisan award with efforts made to include

By Jenny Stelmach,
Vice-President, Communications

both houses and both parties when
possible. Since 2010 there have been
two awards given each year. The Champion of Agriculture Awards are awarded
annually during the June AAW Annual
Legislative Fly-In.
This year’s AAW Congressional
reception was held on Tuesday, June
5, 2018 from 4:30 to 6:30 p.m. President, Jeanette Lombardo presented
the awards during a ceremony held
at the Longworth House Agriculture
Committee Room attended by Fly-In
participants.
Top: Sage Peterson – New Mexico Cowbelles, Congressman
Pearce and President Jeanette Lombardo
Bottom: President Lombardo, Congressman Comer and Helena Pitcock, President of KY Women in Ag

MINNESOTA CONGRESSMAN EMMER
RECEIVES PRESIDENTIAL RECOGNITION
By Jenny Stelmach, Vice-President, Communications

Congressman Tom Emmer of Minnesota was honored with Presidential Recognition for his leadership in sponsoring the Stemming the Tide of Rural Economic
Stress and Suicide bill, known as the Stress Act
(H.R. 5259) which will reauthorize the Farm and Ranch Stress Assistance
network (FRSAN) to make mental health treatment more available for farmers,
ranchers and agricultural workers. This is the right time to appropriate funds for
the rural communities.
Congressmen Emmer Receiving Presidential Recognition Award by President Lombardo

NEWSWORTHY TO AGRICULTURE:

CALIFORNIA ESTABLISHES WATER CONSUMPTION LIMITS
California Gov. Jerry Brown signed two bills, AB 1668 and
SB 606 on May 31st which set historic permanent water consumption goals “to prepare for future droughts and climate
change.” The new regulations require cities, water districts
and large agricultural water districts to set strict annual
water budgets, potentially facing fines of $1,000 per day if
they don’t meet them, and $10,000 a day during drought
emergencies.
Together, the two bills establish an indoor, per-person
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water use goal of 55 gallons per day until 2025. The limit decreases to 52.5 gallons until 2030 and 50 gallons beginning
in 2030.
The laws will also mandate that the state create incentives for water suppliers to recycle water and require urban
and agricultural water suppliers to set annual water budgets.
Taken from the Los Angeles Times, 6/1/18
Karen Yost, Government Affairs

AAW FOCUS ON THE FARM BILL
At the AAW Fly-In, we opened our
briefing about the Farm Bill with a call to
celebrate the success of the 2014 Farm
Bill. Billions of reasons to celebrate in
fact. Back in 2014, the Congressional
Budget Office projected the Farm Bill to
capture $24 Billion. By the end of 2017,
the actual savings were projected closer
to $104 Billion.
AAW encouraged elected officials
to work from the 2014 Farm Bill as the
framework and to focus on fundamentals. The fundamentals from AAW’s
perspective include: a strong crop insurance program that continues to support
a variety of producers and products
across the country (thereby saving our

nation billions in disaster relief payments); viewing this as a food and farm
bill that is needed to make sure food
can make it from the improvements at
research facilities to the fields to the
consumers; and protecting our food
supply with investments in the Foot
and Mouth Disease Vaccine bank and
innovative research on food harvest and
packaging to help comply with the Food
Safety Modernization Act.
AAW members can view the complete Farm Bill recommendations and
other white papers by clicking on Government Relations – Positions – AAW
Fly-In White Papers at https://americanagriwomen.org.

LEGISLATIVE WHITE PAPERS
2018 Legislative White Papers this
year were crucial because of the looming Farm Bill vote. Our goal was to reach
as many of our legislators as possible
with the top priority issues. This year
our effort took on a broad scope of agriculture needs. We dedicated our time
to Dairy, Forestry, Property and Property
Rights, Infrastructure, Labor & Immigration, Agriculture Trade and of course,
our Farm Bill Wish List.
Dairy is in “distress mode” with
hundreds of dairy farms going out of
business. Forests are in desperate need
of maintenance and those “Forestry

By Heather Hampton+Knodle

By Karolyn Zurn, First Vice President

Property Rights” are being threatened
by overreaching Federal Agencies.
Infrastructure is in dire need of repair
and upgrades while “Labor and Immigration” rules are broken and farms are
suffering. “Agriculture trade” is shaky
due to unfinished trade agreements and
threats of tariffs.
These are the issues in a nutshell,
please see the full White Paper on our
website, click on Government Relations,
click on Positions, then click on the link
to our White Papers.
www.americanagriwomen.org

SPONSORS
AgPR/AgNewsCenter
Agri-Pulse
American Petroleum Institute
Bayer Crop Science
Bayer Feed-A-Bee
BIO
Brazil/LeVake
Government Relations
Caterpillar
CropLife America
Farm Credit
Food Industry
Environmental Network
Global Water Innovations
Gordley Associates
Michael Torrey
Associates, LLC
Monsanto
National Association of
Broadcasters
Nutra-Lix
Property Casualty Insurers
Association of America
Rural & Agriculture
Council of America
Syngenta

AAW FOUNDATION TO AWARD
MINI-GRANTS TO AAW AFFILIATES
AAW Foundation is once again offering mini grants. The Foundation is going
to offer a total of $1500 that can be
applied for in grants. The grants will be
no more than $500 each. The grants will
require 50% cash match, but the Foundation’s money must be at least 10%
of the project. Any of AAW’s affiliated

THANK YOU

Western Growers
Western Skies Strategies
By Janelle Reid

organizations or their chapters can apply. This must be for an educational or
membership activity. Grant applications
are due by October 15 2018. Applications and questions can be emailed to
foundation@americanagriwomen.org.
The winners will be announced at the
2018 AAW Convention.
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LOCK IN EARLY RATES FOR

2018 CONVENTION
Create Your Future. Lead the Field at
the 2018 American Agri-Women Convention November 15-18 in Springfield,
Illinois. Any woman in agriculture can
register for the full experience or one
day as her schedule permits.
The event opens with an optional Pre-Tour on Thursday, November
15th to KEL Equine Productions, Brandt
Consolidated global headquarters
and the interactive Abraham Lincoln
Presidential Museum which includes a
temporary exhibit, “From Illinois to the
White House: Lincoln, Grant, Reagan and
Obama.” Thursday evening will feature
a casual dinner and screening of the
movie, “Food Evolution” with one of the
film’s guest stars.
Friday’s speaker line up kicks off with
a welcome by leading wheat breeder Dr.
Kim Kidwell, in her role as Dean of the
College of Agricultural, Consumer and
Environmental Sciences at the University
of Illinois. Other general session speakers include leaders in their fields: Dr. Alison Van Eenannaam, livestock geneticist;
John Duarte, President of the nation’s
largest permanent crops nursery and
defendant in a case by U.S. Army Corps
of Engineers and Dept. of Justice against

him for planting wheat in a wheat field;
Phillip Seng, President and CEO of the
U.S. Meat Export Federation for almost
30 years was a central leader in opening
beef exports to Japan and has worked
with more than 100 other countries to
market U.S. meats.
Attendees choose among a number of breakout speakers on both Friday and Saturday afternoons. In
between sessions, attendees can enjoy
refreshments, conversation and shopping at a trade show and silent auction
from Friday morning through Saturday afternoon. AAW members will attend
a short business meeting on Saturday morning. Non-member attendees
can enjoy tours in the area or local spa
services.
The general session at Saturday lunch will feature Julie Borlaug,
granddaughter of the “Father of the
Green Revolution” Dr. Norman Borlaug and V.P. for Communications and
P.R. at Inari Agriculture. Saturday evening closes with inspiring remarks by Dr.
Nash Naam about why the United States
is his chosen home.
Sunday morning offers an optional,
non-denominational worship service led

FALL MEMBERSHIP CHALLENGE
Get Ready! Get Set! For the Fall
Membership Challenge. The Membership Committee is already looking
to gain additional members for 2019.
October is traditionally Membership
Month so that will be our 30 days of
concentration. These would be NEW
MEMBERS. We will be sending out the
guidelines in the Communique that you
receive monthly. This will be based on
your state and one individual from that
state. The winning state of the chal-
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by Heather Hamption+Knodle

By Karolyn Zurn, First Vice President

lenge will receive a $500 gift card and
the individual will win $100. Remember
this is AAW Memberships, not just your
state. Dues will be collected in December from each state; new membership
list will be collected by November 10th.
The Membership Committee has
updated many membership materials
that will be sent to state presidents in
July which should help you meet your
goals and create events.
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by Sabra Dyas with Main Street Ministries. A post-tour departs for historic
route 66, Lock and Dam 26 at Alton,
Marcoot Creamery, and a farm tour meal
at an Agri-Women member’s home. The
tour tentatively plans to tour the cleanest coal-fired power plant in the world. A
complete agenda can be found online at
www.illinoisagriwomen.org
American Agri-Women have a history of involving their families by often
inviting spouses and their school-aged
children to participate. While convention
attendees hear from Friday speakers,
guests will tour Precision Planting and
Sinn Turkey Farms at Tremont and
Caterpillar Visitors Center and Museum
at Peoria.
Families can also enjoy some local
sites like the Festival of Trees at the state
fairgrounds, games at the destination
store of Scheel’s, and walking tours –
even a haunted Springfield Tour on
Friday night.
Complete registration information
can be found at the Illinois Agri-Women
website, www.illinoisagriwomen.org.
Hotel accommodations must be booked
through the host site, Wyndham City
Centre on Adams Street in Springfield.

Get Ready! Start lining up potential
new members from July 1 through
October 1.
Get Set! Set your sights to sign up
those members and collect the Membership Fees.
Go! October 1 through October 30.
The Finish Line! Collect your Winnings
at the 2018 AAW Convention held in
Springfield Illinois, November 15-17.
Congratulations, you’ve earned it!!!

November 15-18, 2018

Wyndham City Centre
700 E Adams St
Springfield, Illinois
217-789-1530

NAME: __________________________________________________ PHONE: ____________________________

ADDRESS: ___________________________________________________________________________________
EMAIL: ____________________________________________ AFFILIATE: ________________________________
GUEST NAME(s): ______________________________________________________________________________
ARE YOU A VOTING MEMBER OF AAW? Yes

No

Dietary or Other Needs: _______________

ARE YOU A FIRST TIME ATTENDEE?

No

___________________________________

Yes

HOW WILL YOU GET TO SPRINGFIELD? Fly into SPI Airport

Drive

Train

Arrival Date __________

By 10/31/18

QTY

After 11/1/18 QTY

TOTAL

MEMBER Registration*

$ 250.00

___

$ 280.00

___

$ ________

SPOUSE Registration

$ 225.00

___

$ 255.00

___

$ ________

STUDENT Registration

$ 175.00

___

$ 205.00

___

$ ________

THURSDAY Tour

$ 25.00

___

$ 50.00

___

$ ________

SUNDAY POST Tour

$ 50.00

___

$ 65.00

___

$ ________

Friday Only*

$ 125.00

___

$ 155.00

___

$ ________

Saturday Only*

$ 125.00

___

$ 155.00

___

$ ________

Registration fees refundable until October 31st. No refunds November 1st or after.
*Non-Agri-Women Member $60 more on daily and conference rates.

$ ________

Payable-IL Ag Resource Council (IARC), mail-Mary Meinhart, 3636 E 1800th Ave, Montrose, IL 62445
Find Convention agenda and details at www.illinoisagriwomen.org or www.americanagriwomen.org. What to Pack — business
attire for meetings; business casual for Thursday and Sunday tours. Warm layers because Nov. temps average 34 to 52 degrees F.
Good to Know—you can fly into Springfield’s Abraham Lincoln Capital Airport (SPI). Parking at the Wyndham is in the lot accessible
from Monroe Street which runs one way East. AmTrak station is 3 blocks west and a block north—past the Old State Capitol—from
the convention hotel, Wyndham City Centre. Be ready to “Say Cheese” or any other agricultural product because we love to post
photos of our convention attendees in Agri-Women communications. Hotel Rooms — need to be reserved at the AAW group rate
of $115.00 plus tax by Nov. 1. Call 217-789-1530 or online— https://www.wyndhamhotels.com/groups/hr/2018-american-agriwomen-annual-convention1 Two breakfast coupons included with each room even though you can have up to 4 people in a room.
The Starbucks is on your right as you enter the hotel from Adams Street.
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FARM CREDIT “VOICE” SERIES:

PAT GASKIN, LAUREL SPRINGS, NC
Pat Gaskin is a woman of many titles
and talents. She is a mother, a grandmother, a National Christmas Tree Board
Member, and a farmer. Pat is the owner of Laurel Springs Nursery in Laurel
Springs, N.C.
For over 40 years, the farm has
grown Christmas tree and 20 years ago,
boxwoods and boxwood topiaries were
added to the nursery. The Christmas
trees are sold both locally and throughout North Carolina and the East Coast.
The Boxwoods are sold as wholesale
products and are often purchased by
landscapers, landscape designers, and
garden centers.
The nursery originally started with
the intention of getting their children
involved in agriculture and outside activi-

ties. However, with a 10-year turnaround
time, most of their children were grown
and off the farm by the time the first tree
was harvested.
While the business may have missed
the children, it quickly became Pat
and her husband Lewis’s business and
passion. This passion has allowed Pat to
become an advocate for the Green Industry in legislative matters. Her primary
focus is within legislative and regulatory
issues are labor laws and the use of H2A
workers on farms.
Pat was quick to point out that labor
is the biggest challenge that agriculture is
facing. Her farm manager, (Mario) came
to the United States as an H2A worker
when he was 18 years old. Her husband
helped him to gain citizenship and he

has been with the farm for over 30 years.
As a woman in agriculture, Pat sees a
lot of opportunity for growth and advancement for young women to become
involved. “Agriculture is a wonderful life.
It allows you to get outside in the open
air and can be financially rewarding, but
it requires a lot of hard work.”
Read more about Pat’s story, https://
farmcredit.com/story/pat-gaskin.

THANK YOU AAW MEMBERS FOR YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS
Whether it is by giving your time and talents and/or providing a financial donation to continue our important work.
We appreciate the positive response
so far in our giving campaign and wanted
to remind you there is still time to contribute to your organization with time,
talents and/or a monetary donation.
There are a number of great projects
to support - Our New Farm & Ranch
Stress Project helping raise the awareness of stress and the resources that
are available to help deal with it. Our
AgDay365 project - this year’s theme is

“Food: How Its Made” and through this
vehicle we are promoting advocating to
consumers about agriculture - food, fuel,
fiber and flora every day. Our Leadership
Development Process which benefits all
members. Scholarships for continuing
education, member education, webinars,
Ag in the Classroom -with a new Women Heroes of Science and Technology
project featuring agricultural scientists in
bookmarks and profiles, FFA Convention,

our three annual national AAW meetings,
or a general donation where it is most
needed. You may choose to donate to
American Agri-Women or the American
Agri-Women Foundation or both. A donation envelope is included with this Voice
for your convenience or you may donate
online at www.americanagriwomen.org.
Thank you in advance for making a donation to your organization.

FORMER AAW PRESIDENT SUE MCCRUM RECOGNIZED AS OUTSTANDING MENTOR

The Women’s Agricultural Leadership Conference recently held in Chaska, MN recognized 6 individuals as
2018 Outstanding Agricultural Mentors. Past AAW President, Sue McCrum was one of those recognized.
The selection committee reviews nominations and looks for those who have positively impacted the lives of
the women in agriculture. The committee also considers traits and qualities which make each of these individuals outstanding members of the agricultural community. More than 200 women leaders, farmer, students,
teachers, lenders, and others working in the agriculture sector attended the 20th Annual Women’s Agricultural
Leadership Conference.
Sue served as President of AAW from 2014-2015 during which she completed the Drive Across America.
Congratulations, Sue! We are very proud of you and appreciate your dedication and devotion to American Agri-Women.
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NEW MEXICO COWBELLES
INFLUENCE AGRICULTURAL POLICY
Once again it has been my pleasure to interview “one
of our own” in Nancy Phelps, current President of the
New Mexico CowBelles. Nancy states the mission and focus of the CowBelles is to serve as the premier women’s
agricultural organization by promoting and supporting
the New Mexico Beef Industry through education.
The New Mexico Governor recently held a state wide
agriculture issue symposium in Santa Fe, which was
attended by USDA Secretary Sonny Perdue. Nancy was
honored and proud to represent the CowBelles at the
Governor’s round table along with individuals from all
spectrums of New Mexico agribusiness.
In 2017 the New Mexico CowBelles were extremely
proud to celebrate 60 years of promoting and improving
the livestock industry in New Mexico. This AAW Affiliate
was established in 1957 when Pat Nowlin moved to
New Mexico from Arizona, where the CowBelles were originally founded. There are 21 chapters of New Mexico CowBelles split into four different districts based on location.
The Cowbelle Vision is “to educate the general public,
children to adults, about the nutritional value of beef, environmental stewardship, and industry practices of farmers
and ranchers to sustain the integrity of the New Mexico
Beef Industry.” And in focusing on their vision you will find
these ladies conducting various activities such as hosting
ranch days, offering scholarships, and participating in local
fairs. One of the many strengths of CowBelles is you will
find locals in every corner of New Mexico.
This group of loyal and dedicated women are quite busy
and are proud to coordinate many ongoing activities. One
such activity is the New Mexico Beef Ambassador Program, a
jointly sponsored project between the New Mexico Cowbelles and New Mexico Beef Council. This program strives
to provide an opportunity for youth to educate consumers

By Diana Ropp

Pictured from left to right: NM Dept. of Agriculture Secretary Jeff Witte, USDA Secretary Sonny
Perdue, NMCB President Nancy Phelps, New Mexico Governor Susana Martinez.

and students about beef nutrition, food safety and stewardship
practices of the beef industry. Beef Ambassadors tell their beef
production story to consumers and students through promotion, education, media and the online environment.
A four-member beef ambassador team, was chosen at
the state contest several months ago in Las Cruces. During
their year of service, the team will travel throughout the state
to engage with consumers and students providing factual
information regarding beef nutrition, food safety and positive
stewardship practices through educational programs, presentations, special events and social media.
The annual BEEfit Fun Run/Walk and Cow-A-Bunga is a fun,
informative and inspirational get-away in beautiful Ruidoso.
The next day following the race the Cowbelle Mid-Year meeting
takes place and is full of continuing education and speakers.
Keep an eye on agriculture related activities in New Mexico
and I am sure you will see a Cowbelle or two on the move.

AG MEDIA SUMMIT TO BE HELD
AUGUST 4-8 IN SCOTTSDALE, AR
Calling all AAW members who plan to attend the Ag Media Summit in Scottsdale! I will be attending representing AAW and would like to get all AAW members
in attendance together for a photo and introductions. I know many members
can’t attend Mid-Year or Convention but may be at this meeting. Please reach out
to me if you will be there at communications@americanagriwomen.org and we
will plan a time to meet!
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Wyndham City Centre
700 E Adams St
Springfield, Illinois
217-789-1530

NAME: __________________________________________________ PHONE: ____________________________

ADDRESS: ___________________________________________________________________________________
EMAIL: ____________________________________________ AFFILIATE: ________________________________
GUEST NAME(s): ______________________________________________________________________________
ARE YOU A VOTING MEMBER OF AAW? Yes

No

Dietary or Other Needs: _______________

ARE YOU A FIRST TIME ATTENDEE?

No

___________________________________

Yes

HOW WILL YOU GET TO SPRINGFIELD? Fly into SPI Airport
Train
Arrival Date __________
Have a membership question?
ADVERTISING RATES & Drive
DEADLINES
FOR SPONSORS
Need to update any of your
By
10/31/18
QTY
After
11/1/18
QTY
TOTAL
AD DEADLINES:
AD SIZES
DIMENSIONS
RATE
information?

Contact Lisa Campion, AAW’s

MEMBER Registration*
Full page

$ 250.00 7.5”W___
x 10”H$ 280.00

Noon on these dates.
___
$ ________
$1,000.00

December 1 for Winter Issue
Half page vertical
$750.00
SPOUSE Registration
$ 225.00 3.875”W
___ x 10”H
$ 255.00
___
$ ________
executive assistant, with all memberMarch 15 for Spring Issue
Half page horizontal
x 4.875”H
$750.00
STUDENT Registration
$ 175.00 7.5”W___
$ 205.00
___
$ ________
ship requests. You can e-mail aaw@
June 15 for Summer Issue
Quarter page
3.875”W x 4.875”H
$500.00
Tour
$ 25.00
___ $ 50.00
___
$ ________
americanagriwomen.org or callTHURSDAY
586September 10 for Fall Issue
Business card
3.875”W x 2.375”H
$350.00
530-1771. You can also write Lisa
at: POST Tour
SUNDAY
$ 50.00
___ $ 65.00
___
$ ________
Contract rates available. Ask about special sizes and display advertising. To advertise,
American Agri-Women
Friday Only*
$ 125.00
___ $ 155.00
___
$ ________
contact Lisa Campion at (586) 530-1771 or aaw@americanagriwomen.org.
142 Oak Circle, Colchester, VT 05446
Saturday Only*
$ 125.00
___ $ 155.00
___
$ ________
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