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Plans are well underway for an 
in-person, patriotic theme, 2021 
AAW convention and annual 
meeting. Enjoy the year-round 

sun and warm temperatures in the Valley of the Sun, 
November 12 – 13, where we’ll gather at the Embassy 
Suites by Hilton at the Airport in Phoenix, Arizona.

Events include a professional Leadership Workshop 
Thursday evening, November 11 when First Vice 
President/President-Elect Heather Hampton-
Knodle will kick off our gathering with a very 
special pre-convention workshop on “True Colors 
– Understanding and Applying Communication 
Styles for Improved Team Work.” We know Better 
Communication = More Effective Teams but “Can 
you hear me now?” The question shows that 
communication is a two-way street.  The information 
and skills gained from this facilitated workshop will 
serve members well in their affiliates, serving on 
AAW committees, and in their own business and 
personal interactions. This high value workshop is 
included with your convention registration fee. Our 
Keynote Speaker is a Past President of American 
Agri-Women, Mitzi Perdue, who will tie her speech 
to our “Renewal and Rebirth” agenda and add: “Why 
and More Important – How?” We all want to know 
how to combat animal activism so our speaker Betty 
Doke, Outreach Coordinator for “Protect the Harvest” 
will walk us through how to communicate facts when 
faced with misinformation about our livestock and 
farms.

Business meetings will dot the week-end, highlighted 
by a Syngenta Leadership at its Best reception and a 
beautiful Installation of Officers and Awards banquet. 
Make your plans now to include our exciting National 
Convention. The usual workshops and tours will not 
be available due to the short time we have but lots 
of interesting surprises will await you in Phoenix. 
Individual excursions before and after convention are 
encouraged. 

Phoenix is close to the Grand Canyon National Park, 
red rock formations in Sedona, the ponderosa pine-
covered mountain town of Flagstaff and Saguaro 
cactus in the Sonoran National Desert landscape. 
Tucson is less than two hours south of Phoenix. 
November is the best time to visit Phoenix as 
temperatures are in the upper 60’s, 70’s and low 
80’s. Check out ideas at: https://visitphoenix.com  
for experiences that meet your fancy.  A tentative 
convention agenda is available on our website at: 
www.americanagriwomen.org/national-convention/ 
 
The Convention Committee is actively pursuing 
new and alluring activities for our members during 
convention, even events for the spouses, if possible. 
Bring your hats and boots and be prepared to enjoy 
your time in the sun in warm Phoenix, AZ.

The Voice
WE CAN DO IT TOGETHER! 

Stay Connected With Us!  American Agri-Women Women 4 Ag @women4ag@americanagriwomen#AmericanAgriWomen

2021 AAW Convention

Renewal & Rebirth

VOICE ELECTRONIC ONLY OPTION 
Reading the electronic version of the VOICE but 
still getting a paper copy? 

Help AAW cut costs on printing & postage by 
sending an email: 
communications@americanagriwomen.org 

In the subject line “Opt-Out of the paper VOICE” 

You will be removed from the paper copy mailing 
list & only receive the electronic version. 
       
     -Thank you! 

American Agri-Women
310 N Division Street 
Loyal, WI 54446

Photo: Summer Pasture by Brooke Roberts

“Agriculture is a fundamental source of national prosperity.” - J. J. Mapes
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President’s Report
Greetings from American Agri-Women,

Our fall season here in Northern Minnesota 
started with apprehension because of the weather 
conditions. On our farm we still are not sure what the 
final harvest will look like. I know some of you have 
just the opposite of our draught and the rains don’t 
seem to quit in the southern states.
 
The convention committee is hard at work planning 
for Phoenix, AZ. Hopefully we have great weather 
and allows attendees to stay longer and see the many 
sites around this area. Because of the late notice in 
planning this event we don’t have scheduled tours, 
but we will have places to visit on your own. My 
husband, Bill, will be around to help and our vehicle 
can hold eight with the driver. We also have others 
that are volunteering to drive.

The real purpose of Convention is to receive reports 
and enjoy leadership sessions. At the membership 
meeting we will vote on the women running for 
office. The nominating committee has worked 
hard and spent many hours approving wonderful 
candidates. The chosen speaker are an integril part of 
convention that help us to understand why women 
choose to be a member of this strong organization. 
Looking forward to hearing and visiting with them all.

This last month we have continued to work on our 
AAW program STANDUPSPEAKOUT4AG. With all of 
the country in a scrambled mess we can already 
see that trade may be a high priority. Who knows 
what will happen with our borders that could lead 
to issues with agriculture workers.  Another fear is 
rising prices of food and crop inputs, we were just 
notified to multiply the price of inputs by three 
times. Also along with fuel shortages and rising costs 
farms will be vulnerable. All of these issues make 
STANDUPSPEAKOUT4AG a viable program. We need 
to stand up and speak out for agriculture. We will be 
handing out materials on this project at convention.
The convention committee has collected Silent 
Auction items I think we will all really like. Silent 

Auction brings in funds for AAW and those funds will 
be used to keep our organization moving forward.
I will be taking part in the Crop Life America 
Legislative sessions to be held in Miami during 
September. Just as a side note, I will not be using 
any funds for travel as all the Executive Committee is 
committed to rebuilding our treasury.

I also have taken part in an amazing amount to 
White House calls along with Ruth Jensen and other 
interested parties. The American Agri-Women have 
a good relationship with the White House program 
coordinators. I am still hoping to visit D.C. before 
the Convention as I have been invited to a visit at 
my legislator’s office that includes several other 
agriculture organizations.

If there are questions about Convention, please don’t 
fail to ask me.

Sincerely, 

Karolyn Zurn
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“As a little girl, and later as a teenager, I took my rural farm upbringing for granted.  I never had a second 
though as to my lifestyle being anything unique or impactful to the world.  In fact, when I started college, 
I spent some time thinking urban lifestyles and non-agriculture careers were 
more sophisticated and glamorous than the serene wholesome life where I  was 
raised. Fortunately, by the second semester of my sophomore year of college, I 
unconsciously had gravitated to my roots and happened to enroll in an ag class.  
It was the turning point of my life for defining purpose. I quickly discovered that 
my true, genuine passion for all aspects of life (values, career, family, faith, etc) 
were encompassed by agriculture and my farm rearing.”

“Because AAW is not an organization that focuses on a single agriculture 
entity, but rather represents the diversity of all/every aspect of the food 
chain for human and animal existence, I have valued my AAW membership 
because it serves as an organization that reinforces my advocacy for all 
of the world to realize and appreciate agriculture as the life line to every 
culture, every country, and every citizen on earth!” 

Finding Your Voice

Thank You To our affiliaTeS!
• CA Women for Agriculture
• CA Women in Timber
• Ceres Fraternity Inc
• Colorado Agri-Women
• Florida Agri-Women
• Foremost Farms USA
• Fur Commission USA
• Idaho Women in Timber
• Illinois Agri-Women
• Kansas Agri-Women
• Kentucky Agri-Women
• Maine Agri-Women
• Minnesota Agri-Women
• Montana Agri-Women
• Nevada Agri-Women
• New Mexico Wool Growers Inc

Donita Whitney 

• Ohio Agri-Women
• Oregon Women in Ag
• Oregon Women in Timber
• Sigma Alpha Sorority
• Texas Agri-Women
• United Agribusiness League
• West Virginia Agri-Women
• Western Nebraska Agri-Women
• Wisconsin Women for Agriculture
• Women of the Kansas Ag Aviation              

      Association
• Women’s Mining Coalition
• Wyoming Agri-Women
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2021 American Agri-Women    
  Convention 

          Nov. 11-13, 2021 

Embassy Suites Airport 2333 E Thomas Rd., Phoenix, AZ 85016 

  Phone: 602.957.1910 

 

Name: _____________________________________________ Phone: ___________________________ 

Address: _____________________________________________________________________________ 

Email: _____________________________________________ Affiliate: _________________________ 

Spouse/Guest name(s): _________________________________________________________________ 

 Are you a voting member of AAW?  Yes ____ No ____ 

 Are you a first-time attendee?         Yes ____   No ____ 

 Will you attend the Nov. 11 Leadership Workshop?  Yes _____ No _____ 

___ We will have upon your arrival a complete list of members and guests attending this AAW Annual 
Meeting. Please check this box if you DO NOT want your information listed. 

Any special needs? _____________________________________________________________________ 

        By 10/01/2021               Qty. After 10/01/2021  Qty.  Total 

MEMBER Registration   $200.00  ____ $235.00  ____ _____  

SPOUSE/GUEST Registration  $150.00  ____ $185.00  ____ _____ 

STUDENT Registration   $175.00  ____ $205.00  ____ _____ 

Friday only    $100.00  ____ $130.00  ____ _____ 

Saturday only    $100.00  ____ $130.00  ____ _____ 

Total: _____ 

Registration fees refundable until October 25st. No refunds after November 1st.  

Register online at: americanagriwomen.org or mail form and check to Deb Whalen 31737 160th St SE, 
Oklee MN 56742. Make checks to: AAW 2021 Convention 

Hotel Information: We will be meeting at the Embassy Suites Airport in Phoenix, AZ. Please call 
the hotel at: 800.560.7782 and ask for Group Code AAW. The rate is $139.00 plus taxes per night 
for a double room. The cut-off date for this price is October 11, 2021. The Embassy Suites offers 
Made-to-order Breakfast Daily and a Complimentary Evening Beverage Reception, all included in 
your hotel pricing. 

Ground Transportation: The Embassy Suites Airport does not currently offer shuttle service due 
to Covid restrictions. Uber and Lyft are available from Phoenix Sky Harbor Airport as well as Taxi 
service. 

Dress Code: Business casual for Thursday and Business Attire for Friday and Saturday meetings. 
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American Agri-Women 
Spotlights

AAW is thankful for their diverse affiliates and plan to 
feature affiliate projects and efforts in future issues of 
“The Voice”. 

We would appreciate affiliate presidents completion 
of the following form: 

https://forms.gle/WBnc1wfr3M1srfPh6

Affiliate
Bringing back a classic! 

Years ago “The Voice” had a section titled “Member 
Profile” the Winter newsletter will show the return of 
that section. 

If you have an idea for member you would like to have 
featured please email:

communcations@americanagriwomen.org 

Member Profile

Bridging the Farm to Research Gap

Field, Lab, Earth, a podcast that is hosted by Abby 
Morrison, shares information about past and present 
advances in the fields of agronomic, crop, soil, and 
environmental sciences talks with Heather Hampton-
Knodle about the bridging the research to farm gap. 

“Research is crucial in helping farmers with anything 
from increasing yields to fighting climate change, to 
managing nutrients and more. However,
it’s important that research solutions are feasible for 

Heather Hampton-Knodle shares her experiences with agriculture, 
policies, research solutions and more. 

those who are going to implement them. In this
episode, Heather will walk us through her many roles 
in agriculture, the perspective they’ve given her,
and how researchers and farmers can better 
collaborate to close the farm to research gap” says 
Morrison.

Hampton-Knodle’s currently farms to earn her 
income but her career path includes public private 
countrywide economic development corporation. To 
add to her busy lifestyle, she owns her own business 
and has served on boards, one being American Agri-
Women. 

To read or listen to the podcast, view:

https://fieldlabearth.libsyn.com/
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    AMERICAN AGRI-WOMEN 
 
               PROXY FORM   
     

 
 
          __________________ 
                       (Date) 
 

Please be advised that ___________________________ (name) has been authorized to represent 

_______________________________(affiliate) at the __________________________________ 

(name of meeting) to be held on __________________ (date) at __________________________ 

(location).  

______________________________________ 
(President) 

 
______________________________________ 

(Affiliate Name) 
 

 
Please email or mail the form at least ten (10) days prior to the meeting to ensure it is received. If 
the alternate is bringing the form to the business meeting, please give to the AAW Secretary 
prior to the delegate’s voting meetings. 
 
 

Email - kim@aginspirations.com 
Mail - Kim Bremmer, 310 N. Division Street, Loyal, WI 54446 
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By Marcie Williams, Nominations Committee 

Anna Morrison
Currently, semi-retired 
as a real estate agent for 
Home Smart in Scottsdale, 
Arizona, Anna Morrison 
spent her prior 30 years in 
Oregon as a part owner of 
Coast Road Construction 
(logging Company), Dolphin 
Property Management and 
Lane County Commissioner 
1999-2006.She has been a 
member of Oregon Women 

In Timber since 1983 since she has consistently 
been a grassroots advocate for the timber industry 
writing letters to the editor, op-ed pieces, developed 
relationships with Congressional staffers both 
locally and in DC.  She also has testified at various 
Congressional Hearings.
Morrison has held leadership positions with Oregon 
Association of Counties, National Association of 
Counties, National Forest & Counties Coalition 
and Executive Committee of O&C Counties. When 
it comes to her community involvement, she has 
participated in the United Way of Lane County, First 
Women President of Florence Rotary, Boy Scouts 
and Chair of Our Lady of the Dunes Parish Council, 
highlighting her most treasured honor being selected 
“First Citizen” of Florence, Oregon.
Morrison’s outside interests include traveling in 
Europe, performing with the JazzyPoms and Rhythm 
Tappers of Sun City West. She has one son, Zachary 
and is the proud grandmother of 8 year old Conner 
and 5 year old Ryder.  “They are the light of my life,”  
Anna said proudly.

*The terms are 3 years and there is a 2 term limit*

• AAW Members
• AgriPulse
• AgPR/AgNewsCenter
• American Petroleum Institute
• American Property Casualty 
 Insurance Association
• Bayer Crop Science
• Casualty Insurance
• CCI Marketing
• Cobank
• CropLife America
• Farm Credit
• Food Industry Environmental Network
• KEY Apparel
• Mahindra/North America Corporation
• Maine Agri-Women
• McCain Foods
• Minnesota Agri-Women
• Montana Agri-Women
• National Association of Broadcasters
• Nutra-Lix, Inc.
• Ohio Agri-Women
• Osborn Barr Paramore
• Penobscot/McCrum
• Property Casualty Insurers of American
• Rural and Agriculture Council of America
• Superior Livestock Auction
• Syngenta
• Texas Agri-Women
• University of Minnesota Ext.-Women in 
 Ag Network
• Upper Midwest Agricultural Safety &
 Health Center
• Versatile
• Western Growers Association
• Western Skies Strategies
• Women in Ag Network
• Zurn Farm

Thank You SponSorS! 

Submissions for the Winter edition are due Dec 1st, 2021. 

Please email 
communications@americanagriwomen.org 
with submissions or ideas for content.
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By Marcie Williams, Nominations Committee 

Anna MorrisonCurrently, semi-retired 
as a real estate agent for 
Home Smart in Scottsdale, 
Arizona, Anna Morrison 
spent her prior 30 years in 
Oregon as a part owner of 
Coast Road Construction 
(logging Company), Dolphin 
Property Management and 
Lane County Commissioner 
1999-2006.She has been a 
member of Oregon Women 

In Timber since 1983 since she has consistently 
been a grassroots advocate for the timber industry 
writing letters to the editor, op-ed pieces, developed 
relationships with Congressional staffers both 
locally and in DC.  She also has testified at various 
Congressional Hearings.
Morrison has held leadership positions with Oregon 
Association of Counties, National Association of 
Counties, National Forest & Counties Coalition 
and Executive Committee of O&C Counties. When 
it comes to her community involvement, she has 
participated in the United Way of Lane County, First 
Women President of Florence Rotary, Boy Scouts 
and Chair of Our Lady of the Dunes Parish Council, 
highlighting her most treasured honor being selected 
“First Citizen” of Florence, Oregon.
Morrison’s outside interests include traveling in 
Europe, performing with the JazzyPoms and Rhythm 
Tappers of Sun City West. She has one son, Zachary 
and is the proud grandmother of 8 year old Conner 
and 5 year old Ryder.  “They are the light of my life,”  
Anna said proudly.
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2022 Officer Elections
American Agri-Women will hold its election of 
officers at its 2021 Annual Meeting in Phoenix, 
Arizona. 

The AAW Treasurer, VP of Communication, First Vice 
President, President, three Directors for the AAW 
Foundation and your four Nominating Committee 
members will be elected.

Along with your AAW Officers and AAW Foundation 
Directors your 2022 Nominated Committee will be 
made up of:

Carolyn Kleiber, KS
Sandy Greiner, IA
Andrea Stanford, FL
Ardath DeWall, IL 
Sue McCrum, ME as the alternate.

Your 2021 Nominating Committee members were: 

Marcie Williams, Ch. OH
Ruth Jensen, FL
Ardath DeWall, IL
Kathy Reavis, TX
Carol Chandler, CA.

Mitzi Perdue is a former 
rice grower in California, 
and she likes to joke that 
when she and poultry 
magnate Frank Perdue 
first met in 1988, they 
decided chicken and rice 
go well together! Mitzi was 
President of AAW from 
1987 to 1989, and she 
met her husband in part 
because of her presidency.  

For eight years she was a farm broadcaster for 
the CBS affiliate in Sacramento, and her show was 
syndicated to 76 stations. In the 1990s, she wrote an 
environmental column for Scripps Howard.  It went 
to 420 newspapers, and she was the most widely 
syndicated environmental writer in the country. 

Recently she wrote How to Be Up in Down Times. 
Her co-author is   Mark Victor Hansen, famous for 
the Chicken Soup for the Soul series.   She also 
writes and speaks on combatting human trafficking. 
She feels as honored as a person can be to share 
ideas on the way forward for AAW.

Betty Doke is a strong 
advocate for agriculture. As 
the Outreach & Event 
Coordinator with Protect 
The Harvest. Inc., Betty 
coordinates events and 
builds relationships 
with PTH partners with 
outstanding communication 
abilities. Betty supports 
animal welfare & animal 
ownership in her outreach 

and educational activities with the knowledge of 
family farming experience. 

New Convention 
Session

This session will focus on the responsibilities of a non-
profit organization and the legal duties and potential 
liabilities of officers and board members. 

Chris Wilson is an attorney with an extensive 
background in non-profit law. For over 20 years, she 
has headed an association management company 
and served as the executive officer of many state 
associations, working with and advising non-profit 
organizations at the local, state and federal levels. 

Roles & Responsibilities 
of Non-Profit Organizations 

Convention
Speaker Bios
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Arlene Kovash was born and 
raised outside of Phoenix, 
Arizona, where her family 
had a small acreage, mainly 
raising sheep and pigeons. 
Of course, they had the 
requisite chickens and 
garden. She was active 
in 4-H from age 10 to 18, 
winning a trip to 4-H Club 
Congress in Chicago with her 
clothing project. 

Arlene married vocational ag teacher Paul Kovash in 
1961 and the couple moved to Oregon in 1964, where 
Paul taught vo-ag in Corvallis for the next 30 years. 
Paul was a farmer wanna-be from the time he was 
small and so when they got to Oregon, they bought a 
small farm where they raised market hogs. They lived 
there for 6 years, then bought a larger farm, then on 
to a larger one after that, where they have angus 
cattle and hay. Paul also trucked hay from central 
Oregon and sold it in the Willamette Valley where we 
lived.
 Arlene has always been involved in 
promoting agriculture through Benton County and 
Oregon Farm Bureau, Polk County Women for 
Agriculture, Oregon Women for Agriculture, and 
AAW. She has served as an officer in her county 
farm bureau and county, state, and national women 
for agriculture groups, as well as being on several 
committees through the years, plus writing her county 
farm bureau newsletter and editing both the Oregon 
newsletter for 19 years and the AAW newsletter from 
1994—2008, [I think] and maintaining the AAW 
directory. Arlene feels she can contribute to the 
foundation board because of her leadership 
experience as an officer and committee member, her 
editing and writing experience, and from 
attending almost all national meetings since 1995. 

Chris Wilson
Chris Wilson and her 
family farm and ranch in 
Kansas. Their operation 
includes a commercial 
cow-calf herd that her 
father and grandfather 
started in 1944. They also 
raise dairy goats, horses, 
and llamas. The Wilson’s 
Lazy T Ranch is a national 
historic register site. They 
produce grain, vegetable, 

and specialty crops, and have hosted an annual fall 
festival for the past decade, as well as weddings and 
other agritourism events. She was raised on a grain 
and livestock farm in Illinois and holds a degree in 
Agricultural Sciences and a Juris Doctorate, Cum 
Laude. 
 Wilson formerly served as Asst. to the 
Director of the Illinois Dept. of Ag and Asst. to the 
Secretary of the USDA where she was Director of the 
Office of Public Liaison. She owned an association 
management firm and worked with the Kansas 
Legislature on ag and property laws for over 25 
years, along with making ag educational materials. 
Wilson previously served as Deputy Secretary and 
General Counsel of the Kansas Dept of Ag. In AAW, 
she has served on the EC as VP Communications, First 
VP, and President. She is a Past President of Kansas 
Agri-Women and served as AAW Fly-In Chair and 
Legislative Chair for many years. She received the 
Illinois Agri-Women Hall of Fame Award.

Nominations: Foundation Board
Arlene Kovash

The Voice is published quarterly as a service to members. 

For more info, contact Lori, 
VP Communications, for submission 
requirements.
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Please note: 

The hotel will be offering free breakfast 
and complimentary evening reception for 
registered guests so if you have a roommate, 
be sure they are registered with you. 

This resort style property also offers 
amenities such as 24-hour fitness center, an 
outdoor swimming pool and whirlpool.

Registration Details

Registration fee includes two lunches, the 
banquet, supplies, door prizes and a whole 
lot of fun. 

You can register or download the registration 
for online here:  

https://form.jotform.com/211852897529167 

OR Download the Registration Form Here 
https://americanagriwomen.org/wp-content
/uploads/2021/07/Registration-Form.pdf  

Booking your hotel room for 
convention? A few tips

AAW will host its 47th annual convention 
November 12-13 at the Embassy Suites by 
Hilton Phoenix Airport in Phoenix, Arizona.  

If you plan to participate in the Professional 
Leadership Workshop the day before, 
Thursday, November 11 you will want to 
book for the night of the 11th and will 
receive the AAW rate.  

Here are three things to know when booking 
your hotel room:

1. How to book:
 You can simply go to this link for instant 
access to the hotel booking site: 
https://group.embassysuites.com/
AmericanAgriWomen  

Be sure to use the following Group Discount 
Code: AAW

2. When to book: Book early. We 
anticipate rooms will go quickly in our group 
room block, especially if your travel plans 
include a stay the Sunday night after 
convention. Plan to book immediately. 

3. Who to contact: For questions about 
the hotel or to check hotel room availability, 
contact:
Ruth Jensen at msjensen@comcast.net. 

The last day to reserve a room in the 
convention block is October 11, 2021. 
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Nomination: VP of Communications
Laura Hart

Laura lives on Hart farms 
with her husband, Vic, 
where they raise corn, 
cotton, wheat and 
sorghum.  Hart and her 
husband farm the same land 
that Vic’s great-grandfather 
T.W. Hart farmed in the 
south eastern part of Castro 
County in the Texas 
Panhandle/South Plains.  
Their place, Pioneer 

Farms, was recognized by the Texas Department of 
Agriculture Family Land Heritage program that honors 
families who have owned and operated a continuous 
agricultural operation for 100 years or more in 2011.  
She is a founding member along with her daughter, 

Adrienne Synatschk, and Pamala Sweeten of the Texas 
Agri-Women South Plains Chapter and past president.  
Laura has been a vocal advocate of agriculture for 
many years.  She has been honored at both 4-H and 
FFA banquets for her parent leadership. 
Laura has served as President of the Hart Buyers Club, 
Hart Athletic Booster Club, and as a member of the 
Hart Independent School District School Board.   
Laura and Vic raised two sons and a daughter and 
have three grandsons and five granddaughters.  All 
three children hold degrees in agriculture and are 
involved in the agriculture industry.   

By Marcie Williams, Nominations Committee 

Nomination: Treasurer
Kathy Goodyke

Kathy Goodyke is honored 
to be appointed as the 
current interim AAW 
Treasurer. Her involvement 
in AAW began with her first 
AAW Convention in 1994 at 
Tigard, OR. Those 
friendships over those 
several days are still close 
to her. Since that initial 
convention, she has              
attended many others along 

with Mid-Years. She is currently the lead on Taxes in 
the Committee of Governmental Issues, preparing 
a White Paper for the 2021 Fly In. Kathy is the 
Minnesota Agri-Women Treasurer and past secretary.  
Receiving an associate degree in accounting began 
her career with AgCountry in doing the farmers’ 
bookkeeping and preparing financial reports for the 

loan officer and tax preparer. With a love for 
education, Kathy went on to receive a BS in 
Nursing. She worked in community, public, and 
hospital nursing until 2007. When her husband 
needed help on the farm, she was put in a tractor.  
From then on, being able to work in the field and see 
what she was able to do, put her careers on 
permanent hold. She worked the ground, ran the 
grain cart and did a lot of her own equipment 
maintenance. It was full-time enjoyment. Since 
retiring the farm in 2016, she has become active in 
the area seniors center as the secretary, grant writer 
and financial chairperson. She enjoys quilting and 
being a member of the church quilt group, for which 
she is the treasurer. Kathy and her husband remain 
busy with maintaining the farm site and with their 
daughters and families and will always be keeping an 
eye on the fields.

By Marcie Williams, Nominations Committee 
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Continuing Our Legacy

American Agri-Women has reached the tremendous 
milestone of now celebrating 40 years of advocating 
for agriculture; educating legislators, regulators and 
consumers; and empowering its members.

AAW is now the nation’s largest coalition of farm, 
ranch and agri-business women. Our members 
are ranchers, farmers, producers, agri-business 
professionals, educators, consumers, students, 
researchers and many others. New national affiliates 
have joined us recently, strengthening our voice and 
influence.

Learn more and visit with us! 

AAW Website: americanagriwomen.org 
AAW general e-mail: aaw@amerianagriwomen.org

Karolyn Zurn
President 
Affiliate: Minnesota Agri-Women 
president@americanagriwomen.org 

Heather Hampton-Knodle 
First VP, Resolutions, & Vital Issues 
Affiliate: Illinois  Agri-Women 
firstvp@americanagriwomen.org 

Lori Bammerlin 
Vice President, Communications 
Affiliate: Kansas Agri-Women 
communications@americanagriwomen.org 

Jacquie Compston
Vice President, Education 
Affiliate: Nevada Agri-Women 
education@americanagriwomen.org 

Kim Bremmer
Secretary 
Affiliate: Wisconsin Women for Agriculture 
secretary@americanagriwomen.org 

Kathy Goodyke 
Treasurer 
Affiliate: Minnesota Agri-Women 
treasurer@americanagriwomen.org 

2021 Executive Committee

American Agri-Women officially began November 
14, 1974, founded by four state women’s agriculture 
groups which had formed: Women for the Survival 
of Agriculture in Michigan; Wisconsin Women for 
Agriculture; Oregon Women for Agriculture; and the 
Washington Women for the Survival of Agriculture. 
Kansas Agri-Women (then United Farm Wives of 
Kansas) and Illinois Agri-Women (then Illinois Women 
for Agriculture) joined soon thereafter.

Today, AAW has more than 50 state and commodity 
affiliate organizations as well as individual members 
throughout the country, representing tens of 
thousands of women involved in agriculture. 
Throughout the history of AAW, our members have 
been actively involved and making a difference in 
legislative and regulatory matters at the local, state, 
and national levels. We have also been instrumental 
in student and consumer education about agriculture, 
having initiated the Agriculture in the Classroom 
program at the national level are integrally involved in 
national and state programs still today.

History of American Agri-Women

Kathy Reavis - Past President| Affiliate: Texas Agri-Women | pastpresident@americanagwomen.org
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Nomination: President

As a farmer, past
communications consultant 
and association manager, 
Heather Hampton-Knodle 
is dedicated to developing 
rural economies through 
incentivizing investments in 
telecommunications,
innovative workforce 
development and enabling 
entrepreneurship. 
Heather was the founding 

chairman of the Montgomery County Economic 
Development Corporation, the Central Illinois 
Economic Development Authority and the 
Montgomery CEO (Creating Entrepreneurial 
Opportunities) program. She currently serves as the 

Heather Hampton-Knodle appointed Vice Chairman of the Accelerating 
Broadband Deployment Working Group of the 
Federal Communications Commission Precision 
Agriculture Task Force and as a Citizen Member 
appointee to Illinois Governor’s Rural Affairs Council. 
Heather farms with her husband Brian where they 
and their four children, ages 12-18, grow corn, 
soybeans, and wheat and manage a small herd of 
black Angus cattle.
Since Heather joined Illinois Agri-Women and 
attended her first AAW Convention in 1995, she has 
served as Illinois affiliate Secretary and President, 
chaired the program and planning for two national 
conventions, served as AAW Secretary, First Vice 
President, Governmental Issues Chairman, Farm Bill 
Task Force Chairman, Water Resources and Rural 
Development Chairman. She was nominated by 
founding member Trenna Grabowski to receive the 
LEAVEN Award. 

By Marcie Williams, Nominations Committee 

Nomination: 1st Vice President
Rose Tryon is a 5th 
generation farmer who grew 
up on a beef, dairy, and 
potato ranch in Northern 
California.  Rose and her 
husband, Michael VanCott, 
are actively involved in the 
operation of her family 
farm in Del Norte County,  
California.Rose is a 
retired District Attorney 
investigator who specialized 

in child abuse, sexual assault, and domestic violence 
investigations. She is also a full-charge bookkeeper 
specializing in agricultural accounting. Her career 
has spanned over twenty years. As a result, she has 
a unique background and has work experience in 
various facets of farming and law enforcement.  
On November 8th of 2018, Rose and her husband, 

Rose Tryon
Michael, lost their home in the devastating forest fire 
that destroyed the town of Paradise, California. 
Together, they are rebuilding their home in Paradise. 
In November of 2020, Rose was elected to office and 
is currently serving as a member of the Paradise Town 
Council.
As a member of California Women for Agriculture, 
Rose has served in multiple capacities on both the 
state and local levels of the affiliate. In January 2020, 
she was installed as the 25th State President of 
California Women for Agriculture; her term will end in 
January 2022.
Rose has been active in American Agri Women since 
2011.  She served for six years on the American Agri 
Women foundation board of directors.  For the past 
several years, she has served as the AAW Natural 
Resources Co-Director.

By Marcie Williams, Nominations Committee 
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The 2021 National Agriculture in the Classroom 
Conference was held in De Moines, Iowa June 28 to 
July 1, 2021. The “Fields of Dreams” Conference was 
attended by over 400 teachers from across the United 
States. American Agri-Women participated as an 
exhibitor and attendee. AAW was represented by Vice 
President of Education,-Jacquie Compston, 
President-Karolyn Zurn, and Government Affairs, 
former chairwomen-Deb Whalen. 

Iowa was an excellent location for the “Fields of 
Dreams” being the largest producer of corn, pork, 
eggs, and renewable fuels. Innovative agriculture 
concepts that can be presented to students K-12 in 

inspiring ways were the focus of the programs presented. 

The use of agriculture topics to teach reading, writing, nutrition, math, science, social studies, economics, and 
business inspires students and teachers by using diverse concepts. Visiting and sharing agricultural experiences 
with teachers throughout the Country was exciting and gratifying.

One of the challenges facing all of agriculture is the 
continuous need for training and preparation of the 
workforce. Agriculture in the Classroom (AITC) has 
risen to the challenge by providing K-12 programs and 
teacher training, education, and demonstration 
resources both online and through conferences and 
workshops. This years Conference was held in a hybrid 
form through online and in person formats.

Agriculture literacy is very important to promote the 
understanding of food, fiber, and renewable fuel 
production. With natural and man-made disasters 
threatening the world every day, it is increasingly 
important to educate and inform students and 
educators about agriculture. 

Agriculture in the 
Classroom 

Takes on Iowa
By: Jacquie Compston

Photo: Jacquie Compston working at AAW booth in 2021 
NAITC Conference.

Fall 2021 Page 9

Daughters of American Agriculture Scholarship was created to honor the memory of those courageous 
and adventuresome pioneer women who played such an important role in the founding of this nation and 
encourage the present generation to continue their education in agricultural pursuits. These two scholarships 
($1,000 each) are available to any farm, ranch or agribusiness woman or her daughter to pursue accredited 
courses in agriculture leadership, communications, rural sociology, medicine, or any other courses directly 
related to agriculture.

We have had another exciting Scholarship year, with excellent applications! Even with 117 applications, each 
recipient would be deserving of a scholarship. 

Savanah Downs, Bakersfield, CA, received the High School Scholarship, (18-23 years old).  She will attend 
University of California-Davis, with a goalto receive her Bachelor’s Degree in Plant and Soil Science.  From 
there, she will attend post graduate school to obtain my Master’s Degree.

Katie Sondericker, Attica NY, received the Continuing Education Scholarship, (24+years old).  She is currently 
enrolled at Pennsylvania State University, BS In Animal Science with a 
minor in Poultry and Avian Sciences. Sondericker has specialized Training from 
Cornell University College of Veterinary Medicine since 2019 to add to 
her education. Goal upon graduation, with DVM degree from Cornell 
University in 2023 is to practice as a food animal veterinarian (main species 
of interest are dairy cattle and poultry.     

 American Agri-Women Foundation 
Daughters of American Agriculture 

Scholarship Award Winners
By: Ardath DeWall 

Have a membership question? 
Need to update any of your information?  

Contact Kathy Goodyke, AAW’s treasurer,
treasurer@americanagriwomen.org  or write Kathy at: 
American Agri-Women 
25204 210th St. SW, 
Crookston, MN 56716*Membership is due September 30 of each year*
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